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ALE ZIONISM started its career as an organ- 

ized movement in the United States some 
forty-five years ago in Baltimore. Elsewhere in 
this issue of the JEwIsH FRONTIER the develop- 
ment of the Labor Zionist ideology is traced 
from its theoretical beginnings to its present 
phase of realization. The record is a fascinating 
one, not only because of the challenging ideas 
which the movement placed before the world 
but because of our smug post facto knowledge 
that these were the ideas that worked. 

As one looks back over the stormy decades 
strewn with the wreckage of a world and many 
of its best dreams, there is small comfort to be 
taken in the various gallant hopes sunk or be- 
mired beyond recognition. From our mid-cen- 
tury vantage point we now see clearly that what 
we took to be the brilliant dawn of the twen- 
tieth century was only the deceptive afterglow 
of a nineteenth century twilight. Not only did 
dreams founder; in collision with reality they 
became monstrous growths: ideals of national 
independence turned into fascism; bold visions 
for the social equality of man darkened into 
equalitarian bondage; and humanity’s supposed 
. gh ascent to some high plane of amity and brother- 
. # hood became instead the swift plunge into the 
pit of carnage and massacre. 

Zionism, and more particularly Labor Zion- 
ism, is one of the few contemporary movements 
which has seen not only success but a success won 
without any essential sacrifice of its original 
Bq) Principles. In this it is almost unique. When at 

the turn of the century the young Syrkin first 
——} began to agitate for a synthesis of Socialism and 
7 Zionism, a sceptical relative indulged in what 





seemed to be a bit of justified raillery: “Socialism 
. is such a practical thing,” he said, “Zionism is 
s. | such a practical thing, now you’ve gone and 
il |} combined both!” 

But the notably unpractical combination 
proved to be fruitful. The union was not arti- 
ficial—a tie between two conflicting notions each 
of which would merely handicap the other. It 
was not a marriage of convenience to enable 
individuals torn between international longings 
~ || and national appetites to reach a domestic equi- 
- |} librium. On the contrary, as the early founders 
- | of Labor Zionism never wearied of repeating, 
- | the bond was organic: a Jewish state would have 
- || to be built on cooperative foundations or it 
would never be built at all. 


_ | THE wuote history of pioneering in Palestine 
me has demonstrated the soundness of this prog- 
nosis. The network of collective farms, the de- 
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velopment of the Histadrut and its major role 
as a colonizing agency, the people’s militia of 
the Haganah, were all the inevitable precursors 
of statehood. A straight line of action, not acci-- 
dent, leads from the sometimes murky theoreti- 
cal jargon of early Socialist-Zionist ideology to 
the Labor government of Israel headed by Ben 
Gurion. 

One of the reasons for the vitality of Poale 
Zionism as an idea has been its refusal to be 
blindly doctrinaire. In “Beginnings of Socialist- 
Zionism” (printed elsewhere in this issue), we 
read of warring sects of the Minsk, Dvinsk and 
every other variety. But in the midst of the 
chaos we also perceive a clear line of evolution 
in the course of which the movement divests 
itself periodically of superfluous theoretical bag- 
gage and directs itself with growing assurance 
towards a specific, concrete goal. 

The recent address of Prime Minister Ben 
Gurion at Ein Harod (in this issue) indicates 
vividly the constant soul-searching and re- 
examination of primary postulates which the 
movement underwent. Ben Gurion’s challenge 
of the kibbutz refusal to engage hired labor may 
or may not be justified; but apart from 
the rights and wrongs of the case, the ap- 
proach of Ben Gurion shows the living readi- 
ness of the movement’s leaders to view new 
problems not merely in the light of pre-con- 
ceived dogma, though after examination the 
original tenet may be sustained. That is the es- 
sential difference between dogma and principle. 
Blind adherence to a cult stultifies just as much 
as opportunism. A living movement must avoid 
both dangers. 


HE AMERICAN PoaLE ZION have been the 

faithful partners of the Palestine labor move- 
ment since its inception. The influence of the 
Labor Zionist idea in American Zionism has 
always extended beyond the actual periphery of 
the movement. It was inevitable that such 
should have been the case because the achieve- 
ments of Labor Zionism in Palestine and later in 
Israel had long been the chief stock-in-trade of 
Zionist spokesmen of whatever persuasion. 

An amorphous body of Israel “well-wishers” 
will not provide the motive power for effective 
pro-Israel activity. More than a vague fund of 
sympathy will be required for the marshalling 
of American Jewry to aid the young state in 
the coming crucial years. An enlarged dynamic 
Labor Zionist movement will have an important 
part to play on the American scene in keeping 
with its great traditions. 
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In the Crucible 


by David Ben Gurion 


T= JEWISH STATE was not established so that 
seven hundred thousand, or a_ million 
Jews should have a Parliament, a Cabinet, judges 
and police. The Ingathering of the Dispersion— 
that is the sense of Israel’s existence. Without it 
all our previous accomplishments become worth- 
less because they were merely the prologue to 
the great return. Everything must be measured 
according to this criterion. Whatever we do, 
all the instruments we have created and will 
create, must serve the goal of the ingathering. 


In order to avoid misinterpretation I wish to 
state that in this country we have created values 
that are ends in themselves. A human being is 
not only an instrument of his people, of human- 
ity or of history. He is an absolute value in his 
own right. Everyone of us is an end in himself. 
The same is true of human life and of human 
freedom. No particular justification is required 
for these values. We have created many such 
values that are ends in themselves: labor, mutual 
assistance, human freedom, equality. These are 
values for whose sake life is worth while and 
death is jutified. 

But each of us is a link in the chain and his 
deeds are measured in accordance with the degree 
to which they fit into the historical chain of de- 
velopment. All of us face the test of devotion 
to the historic requirements of the hour. In our 
generation the test is: To what extent do our 


The following address delivered by David Ben Gurion ot 
Ein Harod reflects some of the profound changes and tensions 
within the pioneering labor movement of Israel. The collective 
settlements, which have been the pride of Zionist achievement 
because they pioneered not only for the land but also new 
social values, now find themselves confronted with unforeseen 


problems as a result of the tidal weve of Jewish immigration’ 


engulfing Israel. Dedicated since their inception to the principle 
of self-labor in order to avoid any form of exploiting the labor 
of others, the Kibbutzim are now faced with a dilemma. They 
need additional labor power to meet the requirements of their 
expanding agricultural and industrial enterprises. But the 
vast majority of the new immigrants prefer not to join kibbutz- 
im for various reasons, chief among these being a desire for the 
personal comforts more readily available in private than in 
collective enterprises. Many new immigrants are willing to 
work temporarily in kibbutzim as wage workers in anticipation 
of settlement on land to be allotted to them individually. The 
collectivist settlements are faced with the problem whether to 
cling to the purity of their original principles and thus to de- 
prive many new immigrants of a chance to learn agricultural 
work or to open their gates to persons who do not accept 
their credo and thus compromise their original social ideals. 
David Ben Gurion’s address casts an interesting light not only 
on this problem but also on the general shift in values occa- 
sioned by the historic rise of Israel. The Prime Minister's address 
aroused considerable controversy in the labor movement of 
Israel. In a forthcoming issue we shall print an article setting 


forth the point of view of the kibbutzim. 
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actions, and the institutions which we have cr. 
ated, serve the task of the ingathering of th 
dispersion. 

This is not a final test. History does not know 
of final tests. Before the rise of Israel—how fa 
away that period now seems to us—there were 
some who maintained that a Jewish State wa 
the ultimate aim of Zionism. We believed that the 
State would be merely an instrument for the 
realization of Zionism. It is possible that no such 
thing as a final goal exists because there is nm 
limit to the constant development of people, 
nations and of humanity. After we attain ou 
vision of national redemption we will not hav 
reached the end of the road. History will con- 
front us with new tasks, and when these will b 
accomplished there will be others. 

But there does exist a sequence in these tasks, 
When a man undertakes to scale a mountain it 
is not enough that he glimpse its peak and try 
to reach it. He must also see whether the paths 
leading to the peak are beset with obstacles which 
he must first overcome if he is to reach the 
summit. 

Ours is a revolutionary movement. We have 
carried out profound transformations in ou 
lives, more profound than took place in any 
other land or amid any other generation. But 
even revolutionists are only human beings with 
all their shortcomings and they cannot main- 
tain a constant level of revolutionary tension. 
What is the distinguishing mark of revolutionary 
tension? In my opinion there are two such marks; 

1) The test of realization—not the words w: 
speak or the programs we formulate, but our 
deeds. This is the yardstick we must apply t 
all manifestations in the world. It is not enough 
that we are told that a certain regime is called 
a workers’ regime or a socialist regime. We mus 
also know what goes on there, how people be 
have. The test of deeds we must also apply w 
ourselves. The test of realization—this is out 
yardstick. 

2) Do our deeds serve the future? This point 
requires some elucidation. Some actions which 
were revolutionary at one time become trans 
formed into hindrances in the course of the years 
For the past seventy years we have been building 
a state, though we lacked the instruments of 
government and were compelled to resort to a 
sorts of substitutes and pseudo-governmenti 
measures. We still have not freed ourselves from 
the state of mind of these decades even nov, 
when the Jewish State is established—the highest 
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expression of the collective energies of a people. 

Before the State was established we had to 
shoulder the burden of colonization. History 
knows scarcely any other example of the coloni- 
zation of a desolate land by a group other than 
a government. In recent centuries we witnessed 
great works of colonization in New Zealand, 
Australia, the United States, Morocco, Algiers, 
Tunisia. All of these were carried out by govern- 
ments. Our colonization work was perhaps the 
first one to be accomplished without a govern- 
mental apparatus. On the contrary, such states 
as governed this land (Turkey, Great Britain) 
usually hindered our work. For this reason we 
had to establish pseudo-governmental institu- 
tions to do the work of colonization. Yet now, 
while we have the machinery of state we still 
employ the old pseudo-governmental apparatus. 
We still fail to realize that unless we harness all 
the energies of the state for our colonization 
work, we are bound to fail. 


Tuis is also true regarding the absorption of 

immigration. Hitherto immigrants have been 
absorbed by states. Jewish immigration into Pal- 
estine was the first to be accomplished without 
a state, and frequently contrary to the will of 
the then existing government. 

Today there are close to one hundred thousand 
persons in the reception camps—this in a land 
that is crying out for labor power. Such a state 
of affairs, that people should sit in camps and 
eat the bread of charity from the meager funds 
of a poor people while the economy of the coun- 
try is starved for labor power is difficult to 
understand. 

In every agricultural settlement I have occa- 
sion to visit I am immediately informed that the 
work suffers for lack of labor power. There 
are not enough people to work the land; I am 
told that the settlements could increase their 
population by fifty percent. And, at the same 
time, nearly one hundred thousand persons sit 
in the reception camps and eat the bread of 
charity. 


I ask: How did this come about? It would 
almost seem as if the agricultural economy of 
the country and the reception camps were in two 
different lands, But the immigrants are no long- 
er in Cyprus. They are in Israel. The settlers 
brought them there. The settlers’ children won 
the Jewish State for them. Then why are the 
settlements themselves closed to them? 

Some weeks ago I visited the Jordan valley. 
I confess—every time I visit one of the settle- 
ments in the Jordan valley I become a Zionist 
all over again, and my faith becomes reconfirmed 
in the great possibilities inherent in this desolate 
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land and in Jewish workers. I could not believe 
my eyes when I came to Daganiah Beth. I 
knew how this settlement had suffered during 
the war and that it had been virtually destroyed. 
To my amazement I found it blossoming again 
and full of young people, sabras as well as youth 
from the outside. Not so very many years ago 
this small kvutzah debated the question whether 
the maximum number of its members should be 
seventeen or twenty-three. Some maintained 
that an intimate group must limit itself to seven- 
teen; others said twenty-three. Now I found 
that there were 550 persons in Daganiah Beth. 
The following day I visited neighboring Dagan- 
iah Aleph and there I found a population of 450. 
But despite this growth they still complained of 
a manpower shortage. In nearby Afikim, which 
has a population of one thousand, I was told that 
an agricultural specialist had informed them that 
they would have to restrict some of their enter- 
prises unless they agreed to employ hired labor. 
More than fifty wage workers are employed in 
Afikim. Is this a crime? I asked the people of 
Afikim: Perhaps it would be better for you to 
give these hired workers the price of steamship 
tickets so that they might return to Morocco or 
Turkey? Why not shut the doors of the country 
as a whole to them—the same country for which 
you risked your lives? The absurdity of the 
question provides its own answer. 

Though I do not have the privilege of being 
a member of a kibbutz I think that I am capable 
of appreciating the social and ethical values of 
kibbutz life—labor, social equality and mutual 
aid. If we fail to preserve these values we will 
also fail to preserve our state and we will be in- 
capable of carrying through the ingathering of 
the dispersion. The Jewish State, Jewish re- 
demption and the Israel labor movement are 
complex and intertwined. More than separate 
questions of bread, of rescue or of national or 
social salvation are involved. Were it not for 
the profound human aspects of our vision, which 
we can only describe as Messianic, we would not 
be here at all and we would not have succeeded 
in accomplishing what we did. If we do violence 
to this vision we will destroy the root from which 
our entire work grew. 


Some 2200 years ago the Jews fought a war 

against their enemies. The enemy knew that 
the Jews had values for which they were willing 
to risk their lives. The Sabbath was one of these 
values, and the enemy chose to attack the Jews 
on Sabbath. Those Jews who refused to desecrate 
the Sabbath were destroyed. But there were also 
other Jews, the Maccabees, who were also true 
to the Sabbath and to Judaism but who said: We 
will fight on the Sabbath in order to save the 
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Jewish people, because if there will be no Jew- 
ish people there will also be no Sabbath. 

Our labors have just begun. Everything we did 
thus far is but an introduction to the ingather- 
ing of the dispersion. If the kibbutz will not 
meet the test of helping absorb this ingathering 
it will be bankrupt despite all its other ethical 
values. 

During our war of liberation I asked some 
rabbis: Is this warfare on the Sabbath a desecra- 
tion of the holy day? 

We are not always in agreement with our 
tabbis. But I was deeply gratified when one of 
the rabbis whom we secretly informed some days 
before the Day of Atonement of an impending 
attack ordered the soldiers to eat on that day 
and to perform all the necessary tasks. 

Now I want to ask you comrades in the col- 
lectivist movement: Are you more dogmatic 
than the rabbis? It is our duty to direct the 
maximum number of immigrants into the col- 
lective and cooperative settlements. But many 
of the immigrants do not want to join collective 
settlements for reasons of their own. Every Jew 
has a right to come to Israel even if he does not 
join a kibbutz and everyone of them who works 
the land is a blessing to the country even if the 
land he works is not a kibbutz. The founders 
of the kibbutz also began as wage workers. 


There is room in our villages for thousands 
of Jews. There they can learn agricultural work, 
breathe the scent of the earth, and become used 
to the physical as well as the social climate of 
the collectives and moshavim, the atmosphere 
of comradeship and mutual aid. Even if they 
do not adopt these values one hundred percent, 
something of this will remain with them. It is 
unthinkable that a person should spend a year 
in Ein Harod, Tel Yosef or Kfar Yechezkel and 
not become imbued with some of the “climate” 
prevailing in these places. 


How exprain the fact that these settlements 
remain closed to new immigrants? Certainly 
they are not indifferent to the fate of the immig- 
ration. Does the answer lie in a certain exagger- 
ated piety and devotion to a principle to such 
an extent that this very principle of not employ- 
ing hired labor is harmed? Since when do we 
consider hired labor at fault—the labor as well 
as the laborer? If a newcomer works for a year 
in Ein Harod and then refuses to join the settle- 
ment as a member and prefers to settle in a priv- 
ate village, or even to go to work in a factory 
in Tel Aviv, will he not have gained from this 
experience and this contact with the land and 
those who reclaimed it? 
The sin of wage labor consists in that our so- 
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ciety is divided into two classes, one class which 
lives from its labor and the other which lives 
from the labor of others. Will the settlers of 
hibbutzim like Ein Harod, Daganiah or Geya 
become transformed into exploiters because new 
immigrants will work for wages in their midst 
for a year and then depart? Will it be a sin if 
these settlements, created as an instrument of 
our national redemption and a means of trans- 
ferring Jewish masses to agriculture, will open 
their gates to immigrants who will learn the 
work there even if they refuse to join perma- 
nently? It is true that because they will not 
become members in these settlements the new- 
comers will receive wages for their labor. But 
do the kibbutzim not pay money for the ma- 
chines they buy? A machine, too, is made by 
wage workers, and when a kibbutz pays the price 
of the machine it also pays the wage of the man 
who made it. Nor is a machine always produced 
by a manufacturer who makes a profit from it. 
It may have been manufactured by a workers’ 
cooperative. A kibbutz thus pays wages every 
day in any case. Kibbutzim are not an autarchy. 
They must resort to wage labor. They cannot 
do without it. 


Do not be afraid of the State of Israel. Do not 
tremble because of mythical dangers which 
threaten the precious values of pioneer coloniza- 
tion, of the moshav and the kibbutz. Your ad- 
mission of the new immigrants as hired workers 
will do good rather than harm. You will explain 
to your children: “These Jews were saved from 
the fires of the Galuth. They came to our farm 
to learn how to work. Even though they do not 
wish to become members of our collective, they 
will establish farms and households in other parts 
of the country. We are happy to teach Jews 
from Morocco and other countries how to be- 
come agricultural workers.” Such an explana- 
tion will raise rather than lower the moral values 
of the kibbutz in the eyes of your children. 


We are not building a hot-house, remote from 
the large streams of immigration. We are now 
before the miracle of the release of the Jews of 
Irak. Suppose that there should be another mir- 
acle and that the Rumanian government should 
announce: “We give you a year—take out all 
the Jews you can.” Would we then calculate 
whether or not there are enough houses, whether 
the immigrants join the collective farms, or 
whether there is enough work for all. Should 
one, or two, or three hundred thousand come, 
would we not welcome them all and seek with 
all our might to settle them as they wish to be 
settled. 

We live in new times to which we must 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Beginnings of Socialist Zionism 
by Nachman Syrkin 


OM THE Days of the famous “Cultural 

Clubs” of Berlin during the twenties 
of the eighteenth century till Moses Hess, and 
later Aaron Lieberman, Jewish radicals did not 
stop trying to merge the vision of a better 
world with that of the renascence of the Jewish 
people. But a genuine socialist Zionism could 
not arise till the independent development of 
political Zionism and the formation of a Jewish 
socialist movement. The latter stimulated Jew- 
ish revolutionary energy which, in turn, was 
deepened by a specific Jewish protest and by 
Jewish idealism. 

As far back as the Hoveve-Zion period, an 
intimate contact between the national and so- 
cialist movements already existed. Despite the 
antagonism between the respective organizations, 
their ideologies touched and completed each oth- 
er. Both Jewish movements were engaged in 
perpetual literary polemics and political debates, 
and a steady stream of converts and penitents 
flowed back and forth between Zionism and so- 
cialism. But Zionism and socialism were still 
viewed as antithetic instead of as the compo- 
nents of a natural synthesis. 

A socialist Zionist ideology began to take 
shape immediately after the first Zionist Con- 
gress in 1897. In Basle there already appeared 
a group of intellectuals who sought to create 
a new synthesis between their Zionist sentiments 
and their socialist consciousness. However, since 
at the first Congress Zionism assumed a reaction- 
ary bourgeois character in keeping with the so- 
cial group which was its protagonist these rudi- 
mentary and ill-defined attempts at a union be- 
tween socialism and Zionism disappeared. 

Between 1898 and 1900 only one voice was 
raised for such a synthesis. In 1898, in a Ger- 
man magazine, there appeared “The Jewish 
Question” (by Nachman Syrkin, Ed.) which 
offered the following theses: that the Jewish 
people is viewed as alien everywhere in the dias- 
pora; that the Jewish bourgeoisie invented the 
deception of assimilation to promote its power 
of exploitation; that a profound moral contra- 
diction exists between the bourgeois lie of assimi- 
lation and the revolutionary truth of socialism; 
that the Jewish socialist is dutybound to aid the 


This historical account by the founder and theoretician of 
the Socialist Zionist movement appears for the first time in 
English translation. We print it on the occasion of the 45th 
Anniversary of the Poale Zion in America as part of the 
basic literature of the movement. 


Jewish people and to accept Zionism as the in- 
strument for the emancipation of the Jewish 
people, and the spiritual redemption of the in- 
dividual Jew. 

This article in enlarged form appeared later 
as a pamphlet under the name of “The Jewish 
Question and the Socialist Jewish State.” (Bern, 
1898). It became the starting point for a furi- 
ous discussion in the Zionist and Jewish Socialist 
press. 

In 1901 a Russian pamphlet entitled “Call to 
Jewish Youth” (by Nachman Syrkin, Ed.) is- 
sued by the Socialist-Zionist Party, appeared in 
Berlin. The author argued that the social and 


political needs of the constantly wandering Jew- 


ish masses could not be met by socialism alone. 
Hand-in-hand with the struggle for socialism, 
the Jewish proletariet had to fight for a Jewish 
homeland in Palestine, not as a holy land but 
as a territory. The author criticized bourgeois 
Zionism for its reactionary political tendencies 
and its conception of the Jewish State as a class- 
state, and he called for a cooperative society in 
the Jewish homeland. 

These writings were still the expression of a 
solitary literary voice and lacked the weight of 
an organized movement. However, from 1900 
on, the first sproutings of a socialist-Zionist 
movement began to appear in Russia under the 
name of Poale-Zion (Workers of Zion). The 
first group of Poale Zion was organized in Minsk; 
at the same time, other groups were formed in 
Ekaterinoslav (South Russia), where the Jewish 
workers had as yet not been organized in the 
“Bund.” More groups soon appeared in various 
cities of Lithuania such as Vilna, Dvinsk and 
Vitebsk. Later, the movement penetrated into 
Russian Poland. As a result of emigration to 
America, Poale Zion groups began to be estab- 
lished in the new world. 


THE First scattered Poale Zion groups consisted 

of various elements and lacked central unity. 
To begin with, many of the groups under the 
leadership of the Minsk Poale Zion were merely 
Zionist workers. Their name ‘“Poale Zion,” 
(Workers of Zion) in part indicated an occupa- 
tional difference and, in part, was simply a tradi- 
tional designation, one of the various names used 
by Zionist groups, such as “Lovers of Zion,” etc. 
The founders of these Poale Zion units merely 
sought to introduce Zionism among Jewish 
workers, and tried to combine cultural work 
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among the Jewish masses with Zionist propagan- 
da. They were indifferent to socialism and to 
the revolutionary struggle, and they still opposed 
Zionism to socialism. Exactly like the bourgeois 
Zionists these first Poale Zion groups of the 
Minsk type ignored the relationship between the 
Jewish people and the revolutionary movements 
and ideas of the time. In the diaspora they strove 
to localize the attention of Jewish workers on 
their immediate elementary economic needs. 
They reasoned as follows: Since even a revolution 
in Russia and a free political regime could not 
wipe out Jewish need which springs from Galuth, 
and since the Jewish working-class cannot be 
the agent of the Russian revolution, the Jewish 
workers must stand apart from the Russian revo- 
lutionary movement, even though they have a 
revolutionary awareness and expect help from 
non-Jewish progressives for the Jewish people 
and proletariat. The Minsk Poale Zion rejected 
every advanced concept of a socialist society, 
and only gradually began to emphasize the so- 
cial character of Zionist colonization( the na- 
tionalization of land). 

But parallel with these Zionist groups of the 
Minsk variety, other Zionist labor groups of a 
more radical and intellectual cast, came into be- 
ing. Such groups already existed in Ekaterinos- 
lav, and other cities of South Russia where the 
influence of B. Borochov was felt. These Poale 
Zion groups, followers of the ideology of Rus- 
sian social democracy, were educated in the 
ideals of revolutionary struggle and socialism, 
and sought to base Zionism on Marxist principles. 
A type of socialist and revolutionary Poale Zion 
developed which aimed frankly at the synthesis 
of socialism and Zionism. But, unfortunately, 
all these groups were scattered, independent 
units which differed both in their theoretical 
concepts and their practical activities. They 
had no party literature and were cemented 
by no common bond. During this formative 
period, only their genuine enthusiasm was able 
to overcome their theoretical and practical 
helplessness. 

At this debating-society stage the first Social- 
ist-Zionist Organization, Heirut was formed 
in Berlin. It included the Zionist socialists 
who had published the “Call to Jewish Youth” 
(in Russian in 1910). Heirut set itself the goal 
of becoming a socialist-Zionist organization 
which would arouse the Jewish masses to struggle 
for a Jewish homeland and a new society. 

Heirut attempted to formulate the theoretical 
basis of socialist-Zionism in two publications 
which appeared in 1903: Hamon (Yiddish) and 
Hashachar (Hebrew). The following arguments 
were presented: 

The Jewish proletarian masses, constantly un- 
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der the pressure of Jewish political and economic 
need and migration from land to land, are the 
natural fulfillers of the Zionist idea; they are 
driven to Zionism by necessity. Their historic 
redemption depends on the establishment of 
a free Jewish land of labor and socialism. The 
acquisition of civil rights by the Jews of Eastern 
Europe and emigration to America result in the 
transformation of the Jewish working class into 
a middle-class. A productive working class is 
created in the diaspora only under the pressure 
of necessity; the productive class changes into 
a non-productive one as soon as this pressure 
is released. Zionism is therefore the complement 
and requisite of Jewish socialism, and becomes 
the ideology of the conscious Jewish socialist, 
Similarly, assimilation becomes the concern of 
the Jewish bourgeoisie, and the ideology of Jew- 
ish defeatists, escapists, and traitors. 


The Zionism of the Jewish masses is more than 
the colonization projects of Hoveve-Zion with 
its bourgeois limitations; it is more than the long- 
ing for a “spiritual center” which is the national 
ideology of the maskél; it is more than the phil- 
anthropic Zionism of the West Europeans. The 
Zionism of the Jewish masses is social, and bound 
up with the ideal of a new society. Only through 
such a tie can the Jewish masses be won for Zion- 
ism and become its inspired disciples and cham- 
pions. Through the organization of the Jewish 
masses, their criticism of the Jewish bourgeoisie, 
their fight for the national funds controlled by 
the middle-class and their demand that the as- 
similated Jewish middle-class give national capi- 


tal for Zionist purposes, can the idea of a Jewish | 


homeland be realized. 


On the basis of this platform, Heirut started 
a movement among Jewish workers in London 


to fight ICA for the colonization fund which | 


the representatives of the Jewish bourgeoisie con- 
trolled, contrary to the Zionist will of the Jew- 
ish people. 


[N 1903, the year when the Uganda project 

had such a dispiriting effect on the entire 
course of Zionism, the influence of socialist Zion- 
ism was already felt among the Jewish masses but 
differences of practice and principle rent the va- 
rious groups. It was a period of theoretical chaos. 
The majority of these groups still called them- 
selves Poale Zion but only a few more radical ele- 
ments had assumed the name “‘socialist-Zionists.” 
These groups were united by strong Zionist senti- 
ment, a recognition of the abnormal character of 
the Jewish economic situation and a realization 
of the limitations of the class-struggle in Galuth- 
economy. They were divided by varying de- 
grees of revolutionary conviction, socialist edu- 
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cation and maturity; and, as was natural for all 
Jewish movements, they were diversely drawn 
by the rainbow-shimmer of Russian socialism in 
all its shades. 

In this period of theoretical confusion, Zionism 
itself went through a serious crisis which deep- 
ened the differences among the socialist Zionists. 
To the Sixth Congress in Basle (1903) was 
brought the British government’s offer to estab- 
lish a Jewish national home with local autonomy 
in Uganda. On the one hand, the wave of po- 
groms and on the other, the apparent hopelessness 
of getting a charter from the Sultan by diplo- 
matic means, had caused Herzl to bring the 
Uganda plan to the Congress, and loosened the 
complex of motives which had constituted Zion- 
ism. The romantic-traditional element, with the 
maskilim and the Hoveve-Zion at the head, re- 
mained true to the primacy of Palestine; the 
avowed political Zionists, whose first objective 
was a Jewish State—not necessarily the specific 
Jewish land with its historic romanticism but 
their own land—declared themselves for Uganda. 
Because of this practical problem the Zionist 
movement split into various groups: “Palestin- 
ians” on principle, “Zion Zionists” who saw in 
the diversion of Zionism to any other country 
not only a practical error but a betrayal of the 
Jewish national idea; territorialists, ‘‘anti-Pales- 
tinians” who saw in the Palestine fixation a hind- 
rance to a Jewish state, and less marked groups 
of “Ugandists” who included orthodox and po- 
litical Zionists, and combined Palestine and 
Uganda in the sense of Herzl’s Uganda proposal. 

At the seventh Congress (1905), after Herzl’s 
death, the Uganda proposal led to the formation 
of a territorialist fraction, which organized it- 
self as a “Jewish Territorialist Society” under 
the leadership of Israel Zangwill with a center 
in London. 


THE TERRITORIALIST crisis affected Poale Zion- 

ism even more crucially and destructively 
than general Zionism. The Uganda project, by 
giving Zionism a more practical aspect, had at- 
tracted wide circles of Jewish workers to social- 
ist Zionism. But together with the increased 
interest of the masses in a Jewish homeland, there 
came greater intellectual chaos as to the sub- 
stance of socialist-Zionism. If previously there 
had existed confusion in regard to the extent 
of the revolutionary struggle, now there were 
differences as to the realization of Zionism— 
Uganda or Palestine. However, since Uganda or 
any other territory was only apparently “realis- 
tic” and, if one considers Jewish actualities and 
national energies of that period, even less realistic 
than Palestine, territorialism lacked the concrete 
strength to go beyond theorizing. All the Poale 
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Zion clubs regrouped themselves according to 
a fresh dividing line. Previously, Poale Zion 
groups which accepted the idea of political 
struggle had begun to call themselves socialist- 
Zionists, and the groups of the original Minsk 
type had kept the name of “Poale Zion.” Now 
both blocs divided again along the question of 
Palestine or territorialism. There were groups 
of the Minsk type who were indifferent to politi- 
cal struggle, yet sided with the territorialists. 
In South Russia, on the other hand, there 
arose socialist Poale Zion groups who were “‘Pal- 
estinian.” The largest number, however, were 
the socialist-Zionists who had first accepted the 
concept of political struggle, and now turned 
to territorialism. 

Soon another tendency arose in socialist-Zion- 
ism which began to play an important part in 
the entire Jewish national movement—theVor- 
oshdenye (renaissance). Heirut had been charac- 
terized by its strong socialist-Zionist sentiment, 
its desire for a Jewish State, and the central role 
it accorded to Zionism in the Jewish national- 
revolutionary renaissance. There was bound to 
arise another group of socialist-Zionist intellec- 
tuals who placed the center of gravity of the 
Jewish renaissance not on Zionism but on Jewish 
nationalism in the diaspora. In 1904, (London) 
appeared a Russian publication, Voroshdenye, 
concentrating around itself a significant num- 
ber of young intellectuals who sought to find 
a new content for socialist-Zionism. The leading 
article, “Our Task,” struck the key-note for the 
future of the movement. The author (Ratner) 
criticized the indifference of the Jewish social- 
ists to the Jewish people and its fate; at the same 
time, he strictured the one-sidedness of the Zion- 
ists who concentrated on a Jewish land in the fu- 
ture, and ignored present Jewish needs and con- 
temporary Jewish national impulses. He pro- 
posed developing a Jewish national-revolution- 
ary movement in the diaspora, with a Jewish 
homeland as its historic goal. But despite the 
Voroshdenye group’s repeated declarations of 
faith in the holy tie between national renaissance 
in the Galuth and a Jewish homeland, they ac- 
tually thrust the idea of a Jewish homeland into 
the theoretical mists of the future and by so 
doing deprived even diaspora-nationalism of its 
vital sap. 


Bvt BEFORE socialist-Zionism had a real oppor- 

tunity to crystallize as an idea and a move- 
ment, a process of dissolution set in. The deepest 
crisis this fruitful idea was to encounter came in 
1905, a year which was to have a decisive effect 
on the further development of socialist-Zionism. 
The Russian revolution (1905) opened a free 
field of political activity for the Jewish work- 
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ing-class, and aroused new hopes for the Jewish 
people in Russia. Theoretically at any rate, the 
Galuth had ceased to be the dark, hopeless vale 
of tears which the Zionist “deniers of the Galuth” 
had painted. A dazzling prospect for Jewish eco- 
nomic and political independence unfolded. 

In addition, the Zionist organization split the 
same year, though neither the old Zionist organ- 
ization, nor the new territorialist movement had 
any realistic expectations. The Zionist organiza- 
tion again called for small settlement projects 
in Palestine, a call which could in no way pro- 
vide the impetus for a national movement. And 
the territorialist idea met with cold indifference 
among the people, and remained the responsi- 
bility of the early groups of territorialist Zion- 
ist-socialists. 

The as yet unformed socialist-Zionist move- 
ment did not waver in its theoretical recogni- 
tion of the need of a Jewish homeland. But the 
program and tactics of Zionism became uncer- 
tain and imitative, and no longer bore their 
original absolute character. Because of the un- 
favorable climate for Zionism a tendency arose 
in the socialist-Zionist movement to argue that 
the attainment of a Jewish homeland was a 
historic process of the future and that the chief 
value of a homeland for the Jewish working- 
class was its role in the class-struggle. In this 
sterile and apathetic atmosphere and under the 
influence of a social-democratic ideology which 
thrust every social phenomenon into the all- 
inclusive grab-bag of historic determinism the 
Zionism of the socialist-Zionists became foolish- 
ly scientific. It became fatalistically dependent 
on the “redemptive future,” and lost its true 
spirit of free creativeness. 


At the conventions of the then existent four 
socialist-Zionist parties which took place during 
the winter of 1905-1906, this failure of will was 
already apparent. The Poale Zion groups of 
the Minsk type which in revolutionary spirit had 
been left far behind by other socialist-Zionist 
groups had remained the most conservative ele- 
ment in the movement. Though they paid their 
respects to socialism as a theory, they fought 
shy of any ideological involvement or practical 
inference. 


A different and more radical approach was 
developed by the S.S. (the Socialist-Zionist Party 
of territorialist persuasion) after the Uganda 
offer. By Marxist formulas they sought to in- 
terpret the disabilities of the Jewish working- 
class, its “‘non-proletarianization.” The inability 
of the Jewish masses to enter basic industries 
because of persecution leads to emigration; since 
emigration becomes a historical necessity it must 
be turned into colonization or territorialism. 
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The attempt to reduce territorialism merely to 
a phase of the proletarian class-struggle indicates 
how the radical Zionist intellegentsia sought to 
adapt Zionism to the social-democratic ideology 
in fashion among Jewish proletarian circles, 
Through this attempt territorialism became im- 
poverished as a national idea and socialist ideal, 
and crippled in its struggles against the assimila- 
tionist bourgeoisie. 

Socialist-territorialism was a fresh nuance in 
socialism, a new and extraordinary moment in 
the development of the Galuth-proletariat, and 
not merely an episode in the class-struggle. The 
Jewish proletariat should have viewed it as an 
instrument of human and cultural liberation, 
and the starting point for the creation of a new 
socialist society. The impoverishment of the ter- 
ritorialist conception was particularly to be seen 
in its debasement to a “historical necessity,” the 
last step of the stychic process of Jewish emig- 
ration which inevitably becomes transformed in- 
to concentration and colonization. This entire 
approach was merely a copy of the Marxist 
formula for the development of capitalism. 
Small production develops into great production, 
but at a certain stage of capitalist development 
the forces of production clash with the existing 
relations of production, and socialism arises. The 
Marxist formula was applied to territorialism. 
At a certain stage contradictions develop within 
the emigration-tide and it is transformed into 
colonization. This unconscious emigration and 
colonization proces becomes conscious and turns 
into “territorialism.” 


‘THE MOVEMENT sank to such a caricature when 

it lost the courage to think and act independ- 
ently, and feared to shake off the influence and 
the phraseology of the reigning intellectual style. 
The leaders of the movement wanted to present 
territorialism as a rectilinear development of 
Jewish reality just as socialism was the final con- 
clusion of the capitalist process. Actually, ter- 
ritorialism was not a continuation but a con- 
scious opposition, a conscious free creation which 
sought to overcome the mad chaos of Jewish 
Galuth. 

The inner timidity and slavish imitativeness 
of the socialist-territorialist movement proved 
to be its undoing. It never had the strength for 
any territorialist undertaking, either a territoria- 
list organization or territorialist colonization in- 
stitutions. To maintain its proletarian purity, 
it kept clear of any contact with the wider ter- 
ritorialist movement; nevertheless, it too soon 
fell victim to the general territorialist apathy. 
Finally, the socialist-territorialist party joined 
a philanthropic enterprise in America which 
sought to transport Jewish immigrants not to 
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New York but to the harbor of Galveston 
so as to spread Jewish immigrants throughout 
the United States and prevent their concentra- 
tion in the industrial centers of the Eastern 
States. The “Galveston Plan,” subsidized by 
some American Jewish philanthropists, thus be- 
came that inevitable “stychic” emigration and 
colonization process which socialist-territorial- 
ism was supposed to elevate to conscious activity. 


THE SAME spirit which animated the program 
of the socialist-territorialists could be seen 
in the “Jewish Social-Democratic Workers Party 
—Poale Zion.” There was the same Marxist 
phraseology, the same dependence on historic 
determinism, the same tendency to designate the 
longing of the Jewish working-class for a home- 
land as a “moment in its class-struggle.” The 
chief theoretical tenets of the party were formu- 
lated in the party publication, “The Jewish 
Workers’ Chronicle” (1906) by B. Borochov. 


These were as follows: The positive basis of na- 
tional life is a land. A landless people cannot 
develop its powers of production, therefore, in 
order to exist it must penetrate into alien eco- 
nomies. But a landless people is isolated and 
thrust out of the alien economy. The essence of 
the Jewish problem lies in the fact that the Jew- 
ish people is extra-territorial. Besides the Jewish 
problem assumes various forms among different 
social classes. The Jewish great bourgeoisie, which 
does not suffer from isolation, is fundamentally 
assimilationist. Though for this class alone there 
is no Jewish question, it fears anti-semitism 
which is stimulated by the immigration of poor 
Jewish masses. Consequently, Jewish capitalists 
concern themselves reluctantly with the Jewish 
problem and try to aid their unhappy East Eu- 
ropean brothers by philanthropic means. 


The Jewish middle bourgeoisie suffers more 
directly from anti-semitism and therefore has a 
sharper national consciousness. It would like to 
have a national market and an independent po- 
litical existence in a Jewish state. But its nation- 
alism is bourgeois-cultural. Its national energy 
is feeble because its main interests still lie in the 
Galuth. The Jewish petty bourgeoisie, from 
whom the “proletariazing” masses emerge, suffers 
most from competition and emigrates. In the 
fresh countries of immigration it again suffers 
from competition and discrimination. But since 
this class is only the passive object of a national 
process, it lacks the power to solve the Jewish 
question. These de-classed workers are the most 
unfortunate element among the wandering Jew- 
ish masses because all they seek is a place of 
employment. They do not even dream of a 
territory. 
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The Jewish proletariat, however, is the class 
which will solve the Jewish question through 
the class struggle. It has a national interest in 
a territory because among alien surroundings it 
lacks the possibility for developing its powers 
for the class-struggle. The national question of 
the Jewish proletariat consists in the abnormal 
character of it strategic base, which renders it 
politically and economically strengthless. Often 
its economic struggle is illusory because it is em- 
ployed in backward branches of production and 
is not engaged in heavy industry. Because the 
class contradictions in Jewish society are so 
weak, the Jewish proletariat is tragically helpless 
and must drag after the surrounding political 
movements. Since the Jewish class-struggle is 
sterile, the Jewish proletariat is prone to an ex- 
aggerated revolutionary phraseology. “Prom- 
etheus bound, who in impotent fury would tear 
with his teeth the feathers of the vulture pick- 
ing at his heart—that is the symbol of the Jew- 
ish proletariat.” 

The tragic situation of the Jewish proletariat 
makes territorialism necessary. The more the 
waves of emigration increase, the more essential 
it will be to find new lands. The tendency of 
Jewish emigration is toward concentration in 
a definite territory. This concentration cannot 
take place in a completely undeveloped land. 
Immigration into new countries is only possible 
on the basis of a wide agricultural colonization, 
which sends its products to an industrial market. 
But Jews are an urban people separated for cen- 
turies from the land; they cannot go over to 
agriculture suddenly; the process must be gradu- 
al. A land suitable for Jewish concentration 
must be one adapted to a gradual change from 
an urban to an agricultural economy. Such a 
land is Palestne whch has for the present semi- 
agricultural economy. Therefore Palestine is to 
be the land where the process of stychic con- 
centration will take place. 


‘THERE are no obstacles to Jewish immigration 

to Palestine, argued Borochov in 1906. The 
decrees of the Sultan against immigration will 
be overcome as soon as democratic regimes will 
be introduced into Russia and Austria. Through 
diplomatic means the Jews will secure free im- 
migration into Palestine. More and more Jews 
will enter Palestine and develop it into a capit- 
alist country. In this fashion an independent 
Jewish society will be created. Simultaneously, 
there will develop a desire for political independ- 
ence and for territorial autonomy. Such territor- 
ial autonomy will be won through a political 
struggle led by the Jewish proletariat. The class- 
struggle between the Jewish proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie will involve the opposition of the 








12 


Turkish bureaucracy. Then the struggle of the 
proletariat for the political independence of Pal- 
estine will commence. The Jewish independence 
movement in Palestine will be supported by the 
diaspora and by the intervention of the Great 
Powers who will want to find a solution for the 
Jewish problem and will be eager to secure the 
peace of the Middle East. Finally, therefore, 
Turkey will accede to demands for Jewish 
independence. 

Borochov’s arguments for a territorial solution 
differ little from those of the S. S. Instead of an 
abstract territory, Palestine is introduced for the 
sole reason that it is a half-capitalist country 
and therefore suited for a Jewish urban popula- 
tion. This entire theory, like that of the S.S., is 
fitted into the framework of the reigning soc- 
ial-democratic ideology. An even weirder ap- 
plication of Marxist ideas is to be found in the 
additional argument which proves why Palestine 
is the most suitable territory. Both movements 
agreed in subordinating Zionist activity to the 
fashionable ideology of historic determinism. In 
this lack of national courage and independent 
thought lay one of the reasons for the social 
impotence of the Poale Zion in Russia. 


[N 1905-6, socialist-Zionist ideas began to take 

root in the United States. In America where 
the Jewish working class was not subject to a 
particular school of thought, and where every 
theory was measured by its practical results and 
possibilities, there was no room for the airy 
abstractions of Russian Poale Zionism. The theo- 
retical program of the American Poale Zion 
could not go against the dictates of sound 
common sense. The absence of vague theoriz- 
ing in American life and the impulse for practi- 
cal accomplishment had a refreshing and revital- 
izing effect on American socialist-Zionism which 
assumed a concrete, active character. 

At a conference held in Philadelphia in May 
1905, various American Poale Zion groups united 
in one organization. At first the Party consisted 
of both pro-Palestine and territorialist elements, 
but such a combination could not last. At a 
later conference (December 1905) in Baltimore, 
a pro-Palestine Poale Zion Party was formed. Its 
declaration of principles was marked by simpli- 
city and a readiness for practical activity: 


“Since the development of mankind expresses 
itself through the development of individual na- 
tions, since the normal social-economic, political 
and cultural development of every people re- 
quires a majority status in some land, and since 
such a development can only be realized in the 
historical homeland of a given people, we attest 
our belief in Zionism which strives for an openly 
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secured homeland for the Jewish people in 
Palestine. 

“Since we consider a society based on private 
ownership as a society in which a minority owns 
the means of production and lives on the labor 
of the majority, we will strive to alter unjust 
social forms and to introduce a socialist society, 
As socialists, we will take part in every activity 
tending to emancipate the working class and we 
will work jointly with all socialist organizations 
insofar as these do not conflict with our na- 
tional aspirations. 

“We want the future Jewish state to be estab- 
lished insofar as possible on socialist principles. 

“Although the complete solution of the Jewish 
question can only take place in Palestine, we 
fight for the full equality of the Jewish people 
in all the lands of the Diaspora.” (Yiddisher 
Kemfer 1906) 








BEN GURION'S ADDRESS 
(Continued from page 6) 


adapt ourselves. The present huge wave of the 
Ingathering cannot be absorbed solely within the 
prescribed limits of certain colonization-forms. 

Thirty years ago, when mass immigration 
started to come to Palestine immediately after 
the Balfour Declaration, a split took place in 
our movement. We, the pioneers of the Poale 
Zion of Palestine and the minority that went 
with us (the Right Poale Zion) declared at that 
time: “The tasks which have to be carried out 
in Palestine can only be achieved by the whole 
Jewish people; and by the mobilization of the 
entire Zionist movement through the creation 
of national funds.” The Left Poale Zion, which 
spoke in the name of “‘Great Zionism” and revo- 
lutionary socialism took an opposite view: ““The 
national funds are bourgeois; to remain in the 
Zionist World Organization means taking part in 
a bourgeois-clerical coalition. We have a revolu- 
tionary proletarian program, and we will not 
collaborate with the bourgeoisie, or Jewish 
clericalism.” 

Thirty years have passed, and we can judge 
the great proletarian achievements of the Left 
Poale Zion. On the other hand, we can also see 
what was accomplished by our movement, the 
“collaborators of the bourgeoisie.” They created 
the Histadrut, the workers’ agricultural collec- 
tives, and the chalutz movement. 

This is no time for dogmas but for deeds. We 
are now a State and an independent people. 
Independence is a duty and not a right; it is a 
burden, whose weight every citizen musi take 
part in shouldering. 
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by Hayim 


t= AMERICAN JEW is not faced with any 
fundamental conflict between his duties to 
America and his bond with the Jewish commun- 
ity in Israel. Not even in time of war could there 
arise any earnest clash of loyalties. There are 
some, however, who feel that American Jews are 
confronted with a moral and political dilemma 
when they are asked to contribute to Israel not 
only funds but also human resources, volunteers 
who should go to Israel “for good’ and merge 
their personal destinies with those of the Land 
of Israel. You would not ask non-Jews to emi- 
grate to Israel — thus runs the argument — nor 
would you appeal to non-Jewish Americans to 
return to the countries from which they or their 
forebears came. There are millions of such 
Americans, yet you would not proclaim a gen- 
eral slogan that all those Americans who are not 
of Anglo-Saxon extraction or of “pure” Ameri- 
can descent should go back to their erstwhile 
fatherlands. It is therefore obvious that you 
believe that American Jews as a group possess 
specific traits and interests, not shared by any 
other group in the country. Does not that imply 
an assumption that American Jews are not truly 
American — that they are hyphenated Ameri- 
cans, citizens with mental reservations of which 
other ethnic groups in the country are free? 
Don’t you think that stressing this exceptional- 
ism of the American Jew might place him in an 
unenviable and equivocal position? 

Though I doubt that I can provide a formula 
that will satisfy everybody in answer to the 
above arguments, I would like to offer my per- 
sonal approach to these matters. 

I do not believe that Jews living in America 
are not genuine Americans. Instead of hyphen- 
ated Americanism we should rather speak of 
uniqueness. We are unique. 

Everyone, Jew or non-Jew, is different, and 
possesses a certain degree of distinctiveness if only 
he or she represents something specific and is 
not totally lacking in individuality. A true 
democracy rests on the differences between its 
citizens, as individuals or as groups. The day 
these differences disappear will also mark the 
end of the still imperfect democracy which we 
now enjoy. 

It is not the function of democracy to obliter- 
ate or suppress these differences which, whether 
one like them or not, stem from historic and 
cultural developments and are also based to some 
extent on factors which may be classified for 
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On Dual Loyalties 


Greenberg 


lack of a better term as biological. It is democ- 
racy’s task to harmonize them. Education must 
strive neither to destroy nor to ignore these dif- 
ferences but to sublimate them, to find the fruit- 
ful elements within them and to raise these to a 
higher level so that they may make their unique 
contribution to the general civilization of the 
country. 


[N AMERICA WE ARE BLESSED (and I say blessed 

advisedly) with a number of group differences 
which do not generally stem from ethnic descent. 
Quakers are not distinguishable in any respect 
from the basic American racial stock (assuming 
that “basic American racial stock” is a fact and 
nota myth). They are a native Anglo-American 
phenomenon, yet one cannot say of them that 
they are “as American as baked beans.” They 
stand out by reason of some essential differences, 
yet it will not occur to anyone to question their 
Americanism. 

Or, let us consider another group, less “respect- 
able” than the Quakers and lacking the spiritual 
aristocratic background which characterizes the 
Quakers in England as well as in America. I am 
referring to the sect known as Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. The noncomformist character of this 
group has in recent years gained a certain notor- 
iety. They do not, for instance, recognize the 
sanctity of the flag and their children have re- 
fused to salute the national colors on certain fes- 
tive observances in the public schools. Were it 
up to me I would advise the parents of these 
children not to bring them up in a spirit of such 
rigid dogmatism. But Jehovah’s Witnesses con- 
sider saluting the American flag — any national 
flag — as a form of idol worship, an infringement 
on the prerogatives of God’s Kingdom on Earth, 
a fetishist rite. It may be true that their extrem- 
ism in refusing acts of respect for symbols of 
American solidarity, such as the national flag, is 
in itself a form of taboo of which they should 
rid themselves. I realize my inability to dissuade 
them from their extremism, nevertheless, I would 
not question their Americanism, especially when 
I recall that they are a native growth of the 
American soil, not transplanted from any for- 
eign land. They do occasionally cause some in- 
convenience, but it seems to me that with all the 
rigidity of their concepts of what is right and 
what is wrong they are more valuable for 
America than millions of others who ask no 
questions and take indiscriminately all the ele- 








14 


ments of our status quo for granted. I was there- 
fore shocked when some years ago Felix Frank- 
furter concurred with other Justices of the 
Supreme Court in ruling that the children of this 
sect should be excluded from the public schools 
— in other words, robbed of their constitutional 
rights to free education. 


[ KNow THE osjections that will be raised 
against these analogies. Both Quakers and Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses, it will be said, are religious 
sects, and toleration of religious differences is an 
organic part of our American heritage. But I 
have noticed that the concept of religious toler- 
ance as understood by the average American is 
based on an incorrect appraisal of what consti- 
tutes religious differences. The usual idea on the 
subject is that differences between religions are 
of a purely metaphysical character and express 
themselves in varied rituals. It is therefore easy 
to maintain that it is nobody’s business what 
holy days are privately practiced by citizens in 
their houses of worship. The State, organized 
society in general, has no interest in such “pri- 
vate” affairs of the citizenry, and these have no 
relation to the citizen’s duties and responsibilities. 
While maintaining such a point of view, we 
overlook that there exist religious minorities 
whose difference from the rest of the community 
is not merely of a metaphysical nature, but 
manifests itself in definite attitudes toward 
political, economic and social problems. Thus 
the political differences that divide Quakers from 
the rest of the American community are far more 
earnest than those between Lutherans and Epis- 
copalians or even than the differences between 
Jews and Christians. 

The United States does not impose any civic 
obligations on its citizens which both Jews and 
Christians cannot meet equally without violating 
their religious conscience, but there are civic 
duties which, though acceptable to Jews and 
most Christian denominations are not acceptable 
to Quakers and Jehovah’s Witnesses, (military 
service, specific oaths of loyalty, etc.) Here we 
are confronted with a case of difference affecting 
social and political attitudes and not only ‘vith 
variations in the mode of worship. A dem. -racy 
that wishes to remain true to itself makes aliow- 
ances for such differences. It may even value 
them highly, despite the inconveniences which 
they cause from time to time. 

So far as American Jews are concerned, we 
too, are characterized by certain differences with 
whose existence American democracy must reck- 
on and for which allowances must be made. 
Our differences are not the same as those of other 
nonconformist groups. But it is in the nature 
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of differences that they differ from each othe 
that they are dissimilar. 

The unique mentality of the Jewish peop} 
(also of Jews in America) contains a potential; 
of emigration, especially emigration to the Lan 
of Israel. This is a potentiality and not an jp. 
evitability. 


N THIS RESPECT Jews may not be so uniqu 

after all. Judging from my observations, suc 
a mental tendency toward repatriation exists 4. 
so among Italo-Americans, although objectiy 
conditions do not permit such a development 
Italy cannot accept any appreciable number of 
its sons and daughters from abroad. Because o 
its economic situation, Italy today is a land of 
emigration, not of immigration. The same ; 
also true more or less of the Irish. Subjective 
a considerable number of Irish in America wer 
in a mood to return to Ireland, especially afte 
that country achieved independence. This is y 
despite the fact that the Irish have no reason 
to feel uncomfortable in America. In this in. 
stance, too, objective conditions in Ireland pre. 
clude such a return. The economy of Ireland 
even after its liberation, is not of a sort that can 
attract immigrants or repatriates. To this da 
thousands of young people in Ireland dream of 
lands overseas, especially of America. Gaelic, th 
Irish national language has made little progres 
despite its official status in Ireland and the effort 
on its behalf by the government and the publi 
schools. One of the causes for this failure i 
the fact that a large part of the youth in Irelan( 
still thinks in terms of emigration and therefor 
feels that the English language would be of great: 
er benefit to them than Gaelic, which no on 
abroad understands and whose position in th 
Free State itself is still conspicuously weak. 

It is true that for American Jews, migration 
to Israel would not be a repatriation in the strict, 
etymological sense of the word. Such migration 
would rather be in the nature of the fulfillment 
of an old traditional sentiment, a longing which 
in a certain social climate can easily lose its im- 
petus but which can also, under definite cond: 
tions, be rearoused and gain new strength. 

This potential revitalization of an old dream 
is part of the Jew’s being “different.” It is part 
of the heritage which Jews brought with then- 
selves to America from other lands and which 
they possessed consciously or subconsciously, 
even when some of them felt compelled to deny 
its existence for ideological and other reasons. 

Jews need not feel apologetic because of thi 
element in their heritage. It never interfered 
with the conscientious fulfillment of their duti¢ 
as citizens of the United States or with their love 
for the country and its civilization, nor did it 
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hinder the growth of bonds of intimacy between 
them and the land of their adoption. The un- 
alized longing, often subconscious, did not les- 
gn their contribution to American life, well- 
being and civilization. 

In any case, that is the way Jews are. Whether 
this is a perfectly normal phenomenon, I do not 
know. I have long since given up trying to 
apply exact measurements to normalcy, and 
though I realize that the following analogy is 
far from being a perfect one, I would neverthe- 
less like to point out that while a horse with a 
hump on its back is definitely a monstrosity, the 
same deformity on a camel’s back is quite normal 
and may even be esthetically pleasing. 
Will American Jews go to Israel in coming 
years? And in what numbers? I have already 
stated that there exists a subjective potentiality 
for such migration. How, when and under what 
conditions this potentiality may be realized I 
cannot say. 


JN any case I rule out the element of catastro- 
phe. I do not care to presuppose a migra- 
tion of Jews from America to Israel on the 
basis of prophecies of social cataclysms which 
will force Jews to flee. Despite our tragic ex- 
periences in the old world, I believe that “it 
can’t happen here!” And were I not to believe 
so, I would have no reason to look to Israel as 
ahaven of refuge. Should the sun be blotted out 
in America, I could not then see any light any- 
where on this planet. A Fascist America would 
mean a Fascist world; a viciously anti-Semitic 
America would mean a viciously anti-Semitic 
world. Should America betray herself, it would 
mean a moral eclipse on a global scale from which 
there could be no escape—not even to Israel. 

I do not care to share the defiance of that 
Jewish woman in the popular anecdote who went 
to the synagogue on the Day of Atonement and 
presented an ultimatum to the Almighty: “Eith- 
er You grant me a prosperous year, or I will go 
to live with my aunt in the country.” The aunt 
in the country is also subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Lord from whose wrath one cannot es- 
cape. The State of Israel can exist and endure 
only if a certain measure of justice and fair play 
prevails in the world. Should the world descend 
below that standard (and we all know how low 
that standard is at present), Israel could not 
exist for even a day. 

When I think of migration of American Jews 
to Israel I think in terms of Aliyah (ascent) not 
of flight, in terms of Jews departing from Amer- 
ica with a blessing on their lips, with love and 
gratitude in their hearts, and even with home- 
sickness for America at the very moment when 
they wish it farewell. For, we must not assume 
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that all situations call for a choice between love 
and hatred. Sometimes, it is a choice between 
two loves, one of which transcends the other. 


] HAVE ALREADY REMARKED that I cannot proph- 

esy when, how and in what numbers Ameri- 
can Jews might migrate to Israel. I recognize the 
right of being different in some respects not only 
as between Jews and non-Jew but also as be- 
tween Jews themselves. I am not inclined to 
stereotype the Jewish community in any coun- 
try and especially not the one in the United 
States. 

I can easily visualize a more or less organic 
differentiation of American Jewry in our era 
into three probably unequal groups. One of 
these groups may in time entirely dissolve in the 
American melting pot. Though assimilation is 
no longer preached as an ideology and a social 
doctrine, we must not conclude that objective 
as well as subjective factors working toward 
group dissolution have ceased to operate. Not 
all Jews are equally gifted with a will to per- 
severe as Jews, and I am willing to concede that 
some elements in the American Jewish commu- 
nity would welcome some form of “kiss of 
death.” I would not like to see those Jews lost 
to the body of the community, but if they yearn 
after complete assimilation and the non-Jewish 
environment does not hinder them, my prefer- 
ences in the matter will not avail. 

I also visualize another segment of the Jewish 
community, possessing more vitality and a 
stronger will to continued existence. These ele- 
ments will seek to survive as American Jews 
and will draw the strength to endure as a distinct 
ethnic group from the well-springs of Jewish 
tradition, as well as from the emergent Jewish 
civilization in Israel. I do not know what the 
shape and the essence of such continuity of Jew- 
ish life in America will be like. However, we 
must not rule out possibilities of creative energy 
to be displayed in the future, even though symp- 
toms of such creativeness are still invisible to 
the naked eye. 

I also foresee a third element, with still greater 
Jewish vitality that will orient itself toward a 
full, dynamic, Jewish life in Israel. It was this 
element I had in mind when I spoke above con- 
cerning two loves, one of which transcends the 
other. 

Assuming that my prognosis is correct, we 
should not delude ourselves into believing that 
it is already possible to classify individual Ameri- 
can Jews into these three categories. In this 
respect we should be prepared for many para- 

doxes, surprises and disappointments. Pilgrims 
and pioneers for Israel may come from elements 
which are today non-Zionist or indifferent. Sim- 








16 


ilarly, it is possible that some Zionists of today 
and their children will seek and find their 
place in the other two categories. Today, we 
can only point out those Jews who are ideologic- 
ally pro-Israel, but it is not at all easy to discover 
who of them has “‘a talent for Israel”; talents 
so often smoulder in the depths. 

The size of the migration from America to 
Israel will depend on many factors, some of 
which cannot even be listed today. The eco- 
nomic situation and the development of Israel 
on one hand, and socio-economic changes in 
America on the other hand, will contribute their 
share. Whether a significant economic restratifi- 
cation will take place in the United States, will 
be a factor, since persons who have to change 
their occupations or status are more prone to 
migration than those whose economic routine re- 
mains unbroken. The cultural and moral shape 
of Israel will also determine its power of attrac- 
tion. The degree of Jewish isolation or integra- 
tion in America, as well as the type of educa- 
tion young Jews receive in Amearica in coming 
years, will also exert their influence. 

It is impossible today to weigh these factors, 
nor was it my intention to do so. I only wished 
to point out that the migration of certain ele- 
ments of the American Jewish community to 
Israel must be considered by Jews and non- Jews 
alike as a legitimate process. 


[% cLosine, it may not be irrelevent to stress 
one other point. American law and American 


Racialism in South Africa : 


by C. C. 


HE PRESIDENT of the South African Jewish 
Board of Deputies (Mr. B. A. Ettlinger, K. 
C.) recently said: The Nationalists have done 
nothing about which we as Jews can complain.” 
It was an intriguing observation. If it meant, 
as it probably did, that no antisemitic action was 
taken by a Government whose head has been a 
notorious and avowed antisemite, the statement 
was plainly true. At the beginning of his tenure 
two years ago, the Prime Minister, Dr. Malan, 
gave explicit assurances that there would be “a 
policy of non-discrimination against any section 
of the European population in South Africa,” 
though as leader of the ruling faction, Dr. Malan 
has since proved powerless to enforce his writ 
among the Transvaal Nationalists who stubborn- 
ly refuse to rescind a 12-year old ban on Jew- 
ish membership. 
But if Mr. Ettlinger meant that Jews have 
nothing to complain of because the Government 
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political thought has long recognized the pos. 
bilities of the type of repatriation which I cop. 
sider as justifiable. As early as 1779 Thoms 
Jeafferson sponsored a resolution in the Legis. 
ture of Virginia defining the rights and dutig 
of a citizen. One of the most significant par. 
graphs in that resolution outlines “ the naturg 
right which all men have of relinquishing th 
country in which birth or other accident may 
have thrown them and seeking subsistence an 
happiness wheresoever they maye be able, or may 
hope to find them.” 


Professor Lauterpacht (in his “Internation 
Bill of the Rights of Man”) recalls that the same 
principle was again formulated in 1868 in , 
joint resolution of both Houses of Congress whict | 
recognized “the right of expatriation as a natura 
and inherent right of all people, indispensable 
to the enjoyment of the right of life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.” 


In our own day the spokesman of the Ameri- 
can delegation to the Hague Conference on Co- 
dification of International Law made the follow- 
ing declaration: “For a century past it has been 
the policy of my country that the right to ex- 
patriation is an inherent and natural right of 
all persons. True it is that allegiance is a duty, 
but it is not a chain that holds one in bond- 
age.... This principle is not a little thing. Itis 
not a question of language, or of formulas, or 
of phrases. It is a principle of the rights of man 
and of the liberty of the human race.” 


Aronsfeld 


happens to be leaving them alone, then his state- 
ment must give rise to critical reflection. The 
present rulers of South Africa are those racialists 
who, in contrast to General Smuts’ Party, seek 
to perpetuate rather than ameliorate the “non- 
Europeans’ ” disabilities; their policy of ‘“‘Apart- 
heid” has been denounced by the Negroes as “an 
euphemism for exploitation,” by the Indians 2 | 
“the nauseous doctrine of a Herrenvolk.” 

Where such is the issue, Jews cannot be in- 
different. They would forfeit the good will of 
progressive and enlightened mankind if as Jews 
they were to tolerate injustice only because they 
themselves are no immediate sufferers; if as Jews 
they stayed silent, they would assuredly defile 
the noblest of Hebrew ideals—the vision of 3 
united humanity. 

As yet the Jews of South Africa have been 
understandably discreet. Officially the Jewish 
community claims to be precluded from taking 
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sides in party politics, and their Board of Depu- 
ties is concerned only with the protection of 
Jewish citizen rights. The clergy is preoccupied 
with matters of direct Jewish interest, and there 
is scarcely ever an attempt to deal with the 
overriding political question as that challenge of 
religion and morality which leaders spiritual 
normally evade only at their peril. The press 
occasionally ventures some criticism, but like 
many other independent papers, must deem it 
politic to tread warily. When the S.A. Jewish 
Times opined, not so long ago, that “the Jewish 
problem would soon be lifted out of the political 
arena if the responsible moderate elements, such 
as Dr. Malan, were to take complete charge of 
Government policy and show that they are pre- 
pared to curb the extremists,” the paper was 
rudely taken to task fo rits “impudence” in mak- 
ing complaints and “having not even the ordin- 
ary good manners to say “Thank you’ without 
qualifications.” 

This particular incident was an instance of 
the disfavor in which the ruling faction tends 
to hold any criticism however restrained and 
responsible. It is unfortunately characteristic 
that one of the principal Ministers, Mr. Eric 
Louw, who, when in opposition, used to be a 
rabid Jew-baiter, has accused the S. African 
press of misrepresentation and distortion, and 
a distinguished S. African Jew, Dr. B. Friedman, 
M.P., believes that the suggested Press Inquiry 
Commission merely seeks to “institute control 
over newspaper reporting, both internally and 
externally.” 


The press is not the sole object of totalitarian 
interest. In the fashion of Nazi Germany which 
had provided a good deal of the Nationalists’ in- 
spiration, history is to be rewritten—as yet only 
the history of the South African War, but official 
Jewish complaints have already been made about 
certain history books now in use which contain 
passages offensive to Jewish sentiment. Alto- 
gether it is seriously proposed to recast the entire 
educational system in such a manner as to re- 
place undenominational Government schools by 
“Christian-National” schools, essentially Calvin- 
ist in character and State-financed, which would 
operate disastrously against all— pupils and 
teachers—who do not subscribe to one special 
brand of Christian teaching and the narrow ten- 
ets of Boerish nationalism. The project is the 
most striking instance yet of “Apartheid” con- 
sistently applied, striving to undo, even among 
“Europeans,” the steadily and laboriously devel- 
oped conception of a common South African 
allegiance. 


Against these tendencies, clearly Jews must 
Wage an unrelenting struggle. They need not 
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be disheartened or afraid, for one thing, they 
will not be alone. With them moves a large 
company of upright men, holding fast by the 
staunch belief that all men were created equal 
and that the spirit is mightier than the blood. 
In fact, whether they realize it or not, Jews are 
allied to a strong force of Christians who have 
already made their voices heard in courageous 
and no uncertain terms. 


Inside South Africa, a synod of Anglican 
bishops has solemnly called upon Christians “to 
recognize the truth that all men and women 
of whatever race are made brethren in Christ 
by baptism, and to face fearlessly the implica- 
tion of this truth.” The Vicar Apostolic of 
Cape Town has denounced the “false doctrine” 
busily spread by the Nationalists that Christian 
civilization is identical with “White” civiliza- 
tion. It is true that the powerful “Dutch Re- 
formed Church” has given its unqualified bless- 
ing to the racialism of “Apartheid” which it 
finds in harmony with “basic principles of God’s 
word,” but then the Bible is known to have been 
quoted by the most unlikely students for their 
purposes. 


Stronger even than inside South Africa has 
been the Christian protest abroad. The Anglican 
Church Times, London, scathingly condemned 
the “foul racial policy” which presumed to re- 
gard fellow human beings as “biological inferior” 
and reduced them to “a condition barely distin- 
guishable from helotry.” The most spectacular 
attack of course was launched by the Rev. 
Michael Scott who pleaded the cause of the op- 
pressed to great effect before the United Nations. 

Inasmuch as the grievance affects one limb of 
mankind’s body, it affects them all. It certainly 
affects the Jews. It was with a sound sense for 
the moral realities that in the dispute between 
India and South Africa, Israel voted against 
South Africa which had consistently supported 
her, and for India which had opposed her. There 
is no doubt that a forceful uncorrupted public 
opinion can still hope to bear powerfully on the 
rulers of South Africa who are as yet in no posi- 
tion to flout a hostile world, especially since the 
strength of the present coalition is hardly in- 
creased by the occasional dissensions between 
Dr. Malan and his important colleague Mr. 
Havenga, leader of the Afrikaner Party. 


That gratifying state of affairs may not en- 
dure, but while it lasts, Jews can only gain in 
posture and respect by asserting themselves, 
trusting in the justice of their cause as well as 
in the hosts of allied interests, and shunning un- 
der all circumstances that craven appeasement 
which cries peace while in fact there is no peace. 
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JEWIsH FRONTER 


Reflections on the Jewish Situation 
Part V: THE JEW IN AMERICA 


by Ludwig Lewisohn 


HE AMERICAN JEWISH reader of these chap- 

ters, even while grasping our description of 
this world, this age, this historic scene and its 
corruption of all values, will doubtless have 
asked at once: What of America? What of this 
land, these States? Was not a new and better 
order to be established here? And does America 
share in its totality the guilt of the world? Are 
we Jews in America no other in any respect from 
other Galuth Jews? Are we here, too, in hopeless 
exile? These are in truth burning questions. 
These are questions that must be answered be- 
fore Jews who, as is our hope, have re-allied 
themselves with their true nature and their tra- 
dition, can plan an embodiment of their recov- 
ered, reborn Jewishness. 


The phrase has been mouthed until it is thread 
thin. But there was an “American dream.” It 
exists; it persists, at least in memory and in as- 
piration. But Jews, the very Jews often enough 
who think that they are within that dream, that 
hope, that aspiration, are most ignorant of it 
and most remote from it. Yes, the spiritual 
republic of which the republic as a body was to 
be the vestiture, was conceived under the image 
of a free society. At the dawn of things Ameri- 
can Roger Williams declared in the forests of 
Rhode Island that all persecution was persecu- 
tion for conscience’ sake.’ In his serene old 
age Thomas Jefferson wrote to James Madison 
of his final conclusion: “I prefer dangerous 
liberty to tranquil servitude.”” At the height of 
the single classic movement in American litera- 
ture Henry David Thoreau wrote: “A minority 
is powerless while it conforms to the majority.’”® 
The wisest and most authentic of living Ameri- 
can poets, Robert Frost, knows profoundly that 
fusion is not liberty, that the loss of form is not 
the republic’s gain, that “good fences make good 
neighbors.”* He goes deeper into the mystery 
of belongingness, of a man and his home. When 
the merely seasonal hired man comes back to 
the farm sick unto death, the farmer’s wife says: 


““He has come home to die: 


You needn’t be afraid he'll leave you this 
time.” 


1 The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution for cause of conscience. 
2 Malo periculosam libertatem quam quietam servitutem. 

3 An Essay on Civil Disobedience. 

4 Mending Wall. 


The farmer is amused. “Home, he mocked 
gently.” The wife replies: 
“Yes, what else but home? 
It all depends on what you mean by home.” 

And so they try, these wise, simple, classically 
American people, to define “home.” The farmer 
says: 

“Home is the place where, when you have 
to go there, 

They have to take you in.” His wife adds: 

“T should have called it, 

Something you somehow haven’t to 
deserve.” 

The poet does not, be it observed, say anything 
about what the hired man has first to be in order 
to be taken in but emphasizes that home is home 
because you need do nothing to deserve it. 

Yes, there is an American dream in memory, 
in aspiration. “What I have to do is to see, at 
any rate, that I do not lend myself to the wrong 
which I condemn,’® Thoreau wrote. He also 
wrote: “Under a government which imprisons 
any unjustly, the true place for a just man is 
also in prison.”* And but the other day an 
American Christian scholar and gentleman wrote 
to the New York Times: “The facts about Jew- 
ish life in the Christian world that have made 
Israel a necessity leave little room for Christian 
pride and moralizing. The rise of Israel should 
drive Christians to penitence and humility and, 
I think, also to gratitude.’”* Yes, there is an 
America that nurtures the ideal of a free society, 
a society which knows, as John Stuart Mill wrote 
in his classical treatise, that its test is “the free- 
dom and variety of situation”® which it promotes 
and that, in such ages as these, “tthe mere example 
of non-conformity, the mere refusal to bend the 
knee to custom, is itself a service.’ The ideal 
of a free society is not dead in America; firmly 
the old aspiration dwells in the best and highest 
American minds. But what have the eager as- 
similationists, the runners with every Gentile 
herd, the stentorian patriots and flag-wavers, 
the proponents of the danger of double or divided 
allegiance, the artists of the propitiatory gesture, 


5 The Death of the Hired Man. 

6 Op. cit. 

7 Op. cit. 

8 J. C. Rylaarsdam. U. of Chicago Divinity school. March 
29, 1950. 

9 J. S. Mill. On Liberty. 

10 Op. cit. 
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the Jewish “liberals” and apes of everything alien 
to them — what have they to do with the 
Americanism of Williams and Jefferson, of 
Thoreau and Frost? What have they to do with 
that “freedom and variety of situation” which 
s the test and the definition of a free society? 
By all they are and do they undermine and seek 
to destroy its last vestiges. The ideal of America 
sthat of a free society. If Jews will take advan- 
tage of that freedom; if they will operate within 
that freedom and seek by their action and exam- 
ple to preserve and extend it, then America need 
not be an undifferentiated Galuth. It is in the 
hands and in the will of the Jews of America 
to transform this land into something other than 
Galuth before it is too late, before the American 
dream and vision of freedom fails utterly and 
they, themselves, the Jews, have helped to make 
it perish from the scene of history. 


[T HAs NOT perished yet, that American aspira- 

tion after a free society. It has been, needless 
to say, resisted and attacked from the beginning. 
During the life of the republic it has never yet 
been directly attacked by law or enactment. It 
has been undermined by forces that have grown 
more and more powerful both within the Ameri- 
can masses and within a self-constituted ruling 
class or caste. Those forces manifest themselves 
from the Jewish point of view today in the half- 
underground nativist anti-Semitic movements, 
of which typical spokesmen are Gerald Smith and 
Congressman Rankin; they manifest themselves 
on higher economic and cultural levels by the 
exclusion of Jews from heavy industry, banking 
and public utilities. They have deep roots, these 
forces. And the soil in which they were origin- 
ally embedded was not of necessity a poisoned 
one. Rhode Island, the community founded by 
Roger Williams, refused naturalization to a 
few Jews, even though the person chiefly con- 
cerned, Aaron Lopez, was an uncommonly be- 
loved and respected citizen. And Ezra Stiles, 
who was later to become president of Yale wrote: 
“T remark that Providence seems to make every- 
thing to work for the mortification of the Jews, 
and to prevent their incorporating into any 
nation, that thus they may continue a distinct 
people.”"* Here we have, of course, the theologi- 
cal concept, shared by us, of the necessity of 
Jewish survival. But we have also the ugly im- 
plication that Jews as Jews cannot be members 
of a nation by choice. Thus the concept of a 
free society was negated, as it was to be again 
and again in the course of American history. 
Twenty years after this incident Ezra Stiles 
wrote of Aaron Lopez, who had just died: ‘He 





11 J. A. Marcus. The Jew in the Mediaeval World. 1938. 
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was my intimate friend and acquaintance! Oh! 
how often have I wished that sincere pious and 
candid mind could have perceived the evidences 
of Christianity!”"* We are back with Josephus, 
back among the Alexandrian anti-Semities and 
proponents of the uniform master state of the 
first century: ‘““Why, if you are Alexandrians, do 
you not worship the gods of the city?””* Stiles 
was a man of exemplary goodness and a devout 
Christian. The republic swept away his notion 
of the necessity of an all Christian state. The 
sentiment which he entertained on a high plane 
was never quite eradicated. 

During more than a century after the found- 
ing of the United States the question of the 
status of Jews as the very test of a free society 
never reached any acuteness. The sparse Sephar- 
dim of the early years were received more or 
less as foreign but acceptable gentlefolks. The 
early history of such a community as that of 
Charleston, S. C. bears out that description fully. 
The next wave of immigration, that of usually 
fairly assimilated German Jews, created almost 
as little disturbance. The Jewish intellectuals of 
Cincinnati and New York, though usually ad- 
hering to their reform synagogues, often cooper- 
ated smoothly in the acceptable life of the 
German-American groups. Until the first 
world-war Jews were found functioning with- 
out friction in German-American cultural and 
social groups, in literary and Carneval societies, 
in musical enterprises of various kinds. Certain 
exclusions were nevertheless, rigidly though 
usually tacitly, exercised. A Jew found it all 
but impossible to teach in an American school 
or college; the once notorious incident of Dr. 
Mary Putnam Jacoby illustrates the tightening 
of social and residential barriers such as, in nor- 
mal times, existed in no Western European 
country. 

Had this situation remained static, an equili- 
brium, such as existed in the Netherlands before 
the second World War, might have been main- 
tained. But history took its inevitable turn. 
From the Czarist pogrom waves of the 1880’s 
on the Jews of Eastern Europe poured into the 
land which was hungry for labor and for popula- 
tion — Jewish Jews, recognizable Jews poured 
in. Today our perspectives have doubtless been 
altered by subsequent events. Those whose mem- 
ories go back prior to the first World War seem, 
upon objective examination, to find little nativ- 
istic resistance to the Jewish immigration of the 
thirty crucial years between 1880 and 1910. 
The country was in an absorptive mood. A gen- 
eral attitude of kindliness, not untempered by 


12, Op. Cit. 
13 Contra Apion. 
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condescension toward those who passed through 
the portals, prevailed. No fear was felt—and this 
is the central point—as to the assimilation, the 
complete Americanization of the new Ameri- 
cans. The fallacies of the old Emancipation were 
believed with a touching faith. The new Ameri- 
cans themselves often shared those fallacies. Many 
of them hastened to abandon Jewish faith and 
Jewish ways. To this day you will read in the mar- 
riage brokers’ columns of the Yiddish Press of 
“ladies” and “gentlemen”, emphasizing the fact 
that they are “American”, that is to say, that 
their Jewishness has been reduced to an unobtru- 
sive level. A scramble for Americanization took 
place. From the membership lists of Reform 
Temples the German names faded and the East 
European ones were substituted. Polish and 
Lithuanian and Russian Jews even invaded the 
precincts of the Spanish Congregations. Two 
literary documents mark the trend and the as- 
pect: Mary Antin’s “The Promised Land” and 
that small satiric masterpiece of Thyra Sampter 
Winslow: “A Cycle of Manhattan.” But, as 
in many other ages and many other lands, the 
immanent will in history was not to be swerved. 
The vast majority of Jews remained, after some 
fashion or another, integrated with their Jewish- 
ness and their Judaism. Even the most ardent 
Americanizers on the lowest plane of American- 
ization remained recognizably Jewish to them- 
selves, their fellow-Jews and, above all, to the 
world. Mimicry was a failure, as it has been 
through the ages. Jews remained Jews. 

America or, rather, certain small but, as we 
shall see, important elements among the Ameri- 
can people, gradually attained to an awareness of 
the eternal fact: that in their sense of measurable 
obliteration Jews were not assimilable. They 
were amazed and a little angry. For, even those 
who were intelligent enough to have noted the 
character of the problem in the Old World, had 
been sanguine that the freedom of America 
would accomplish what the unfreedom of other 
lands had failed to do. Here, it had been argued, 
Jews would cease to be Jews or, at all events, 
assume the character of a mere additional Uni- 
tarian sect. It is this silly and moldy fallacy, 
contradicted by all history and all experience, 
which still, like a ghost, stalks in the “American 
Council for Judaism.” Thus an anxiety, not 
untinged by irritation, arose in certain circles 
in America. They forgot the nature of freedom, 
just as many Jews had forgotten its nature. Free- 
dom is to be, of all things, not coercive. If it 
does not permit a man to be and to remain what 
God and history have made him, it is no longer 
freedom. The American anxiety concerning un- 
assimilable foreigners rose. It included all the 
immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe. 
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Then came, to the not unastonished America 
people, the involvement of the first World Wx 
and every ember became a flame and every 
anxiety a small terror. Moreover, immediately 
after the war’s end, immigration figures roy, 
The year 1920 saw the entry of 430,000; th 
year 1921 of 800,000. Thus, in the latter year 
Congress passed the first stringent immigration 
act. But this was understood to be temporary 
and provisional. In 1924 came that immigr. 
tion act which limited immigrants of a given 
nationality a year to two per cent of the person; 
of that nationality resident in the United State jt 
according to the census of 1890. The thing had j#™ of | 
been neatly and yet strangely thought out. Only han 
the German quota represented an increase over {titi 1¢V 
the average immigration of the past decade; even layemne 
the British was slashed. Italians and Jews (Rw. d freed 
sian, Polish, Austrian, Roumanian) were all but }* endenc 
excluded. The anxiety of the nativists had won, Wh 
Thus in 1927, the French sociologist André )!tY 1 
Siegfried was able to utter his polite jeers at an }R°%0¥# 
America which had dreamed of a universal fusion |Ne>ubt 
and had now the old and classical problem of America ¢ 
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HE was wrone. The nativists are wrong. The 

Jewish assimilationists are wrong. If the 
nativists and the Jewish assimilationists are right, 
then America is but another example of Galuth, 
of exile, with its thousand lies and miseries and 
its final catastrophe. But if, though today only 
as memory and aspiration, the American Dream, 
nurtured by Americans from Roger Williams 
through Robert Frost, may be said to be a still 
living thing, then America can be rescued from 
the Gola, the area of exile, and assume a special 
place in Jewish history and experience. Those of 
us, at all events, who are convinced of the neces- 
sity of Jewish survival in the United States, must 
act as though the American dream of a free 
society were realizable. And we must, above all, 
cooperate with those forces in American life and 
culture which are on the side of a free society — 
a society of unrestricted variations within the 
framework of certain definite common purposes; 
we must resist (and cooperate with all those 
who do resist) the encroachments of state and 
ethnic absolutism in this country and do so even 
for that country’s sake. 

What we experience in the United States to- 
day is the conflct of two psychological and social 
patterns: the original American pattern of a free 
society and the pattern borrowed from Europe 
of an at least supposititious ethnically and cul- 
turally unitary state which exercises complete 
control in order to preserve and enforce this 
unitary condition. The extraordinarily hopeful 


14 Les Etats Unis d’aujour d’hui. 1927. 
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wa aspect of this situation and this conflict is the 
* following: all civilized Americans act instinc- 
tively according to the first pattern. They form 
rose [their own associations; they build and support 
+ the [heir own denominational and lay schools and 
dlleges; they are extremely sensitive to any in- 

ation [fringement on the liberty of press or publish- 
cal ing; they are willing to protect eccentricity and 
ion en margins of intolerable licence in the service 
i ” Lot the freedom of society. They are beginning to 
rsons (protest bitterly and effectively in the very high- 
ates fest Places against the low level and flat indoctrin- 
- had pations of the public school system. Nihilist, in- 
Onl strumentalist, mere pragmatic doctrines with 
ol their inevitable trend toward uniformity and 
avement are in recession and flight. Religion 
d freedom, faith and form are slowly gaining 






lately 











re endency on the highest levels of American 
von, pif. Who clamors for the unitary state and 
adeé (society in America? Gerald Smith and Lessing 


nwald. Not Robert Hutchins or Reinhold 
sion Niebuhr or Archibald MacLeish. With which 
1 of America are Jews going to make common cause? 

Why are any Jews, why are thousands of Jews 
tempted to play into the hands of those who are 
both their enemies and the enemies of America? 
e matter admits of a clear analysis. The great 
immigrant masses who entered America between 
1880 and 1920 were subjected to four circum- 
stances and influences which shaped the lives of 
many and which have brought American Jewry 
to its present pass. 


I. The immigrants found political freedom 
and economic opportunity. A state of euphoria, 
of intoxication, set in. Jewish faith and form 
and holiness were identified with the poverty and 
Of | oppression of the Russian pale and America was 
€s- | identified mot with the limited though inestim- 
able good, the purely temporal good it had to 
offer, but with spiritual values and eternal as- 
pirations. And since America had not these to 
nd } offer, the values were themselves abandoned. 
Only the other day a dreadful young Jew wrote 
he | a novel in which he delineated as ascent in the 
es; | human scale of values the grandson of a venerable 
8 » Sopher, a Torah scribe in Russia, amid the rough 
nd | sordid empty confusion of the Chicago streets. 
en | None of these eager apostates from Mary Antin 
on seemed to know how alienated they were 
0- | from the classical American tradition. The 
al | Separatists of Massachusetts Bay, the Quakers led 
e¢ } by Penn, the pietists led by Pastorius in Pennsyl- 
pe | vania, the Huguenots of New Rochelle and 
Charleston, all came to America to establish and 
t€ | to exercise the freedom of their faith and ways, 
WS } not to abandon it. 


II. The immigrants arrived during the period 
of America’s gigantic industrial development, its 
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unparalleled growth in wealth and power. Cul- 
tural pressures had never been very potent in 
America. Now they almost disappeared. Often, 
indeed, an odd inverted pressure set in, which 
had been operative for long on the diminishing 
frontier. Books, values, ideas, the arts, grace of 
speech or manners were discredited as unpracti- 
cal, effeminate. There arose the symbolic figure 
of the two-fisted American with hairs on his 
chest, ranging in shadings from the rough fron- 
tiersman with a heart of gold to the go-getting 
Babbit. And a thing arose, a phenomenon came 
into view, so hilarious and melancholy, so de- 
graded and sickly, so grotesque and unnatural, 
that the long ages of human civilization have not 
seen its detestable like. Jews, members of the 
am-ha-sefer, the people of the Book, Jews who 
had sustained schools for their children and 
academies for their youth in the long illiterate 
ages of Europe when a priest who could half 
read his missal was considered a great scholar, 
Jews who had made of a book a living substitute 
for their lost fatherland, Jews who in every other 
corner of the diaspora had sought to excel in 
the cultures of their adopted countries and had 
indeed done so, Jews eagerly aped this decay 
of the humanities and this contempt for human- 
istic values. Proudly Jewish merchants and 
manufacturers and professional men aver that 
they have no “time” to read literature. They 
can not go to synagogue because they are tired 
and must play golf or bridge. They cannot sus- 
tain the serious theater because they need amuse- 
ment. They endow, when they can, foot-ball 
stadiums and athletic fields. Plain people, proud 
of their “plainness” — another incredibly gro- 
tesque phenomenon among Jews — and pseudo- 
intellectuals of Jewish birth actually fell so low 
as to cooperate with that contempt for values 
and ideas which fills the minds of authentic 
Americans with horror and dismay. They yielded 
and yield to that notion destructive of a free 
ak hand society which has never been 
better diagnosed than by Professor R. B. Heil- 
man in a presidential address before the Ameri- 
can Association of University Professors. ‘“‘One 
of the most disquieting of the phenomena of 
democracy is a suspicion of various kinds of 
superiority, a desire to ignore it, or at worst to 
ridicule and undermine it; the converse of this 
is the misuse of democracy to glorify the com- 
monplace or even the meretricious. . . . The 
worst blow that can be struck against a democ- 
racy is for standards of excellence to be identified 
with exclusiveness, and therefore to be consid- 
ered ‘undemocratic.’ ”** 


15 A.A.U.P. Bulletin. Vol. 35. No. 4. 
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What was the result of the process here 
described? To say that it was an assimilation too 
rapid and too eager is not to say enough. Assim- 
ilation is no simple problem. Cooperation with 
the society and culture in which they live is 
both the right and duty of Jews. What took 
place in America, for the first time in all history, 
was assimilation on the lowest possible plain — 
assimilation mot on the level of Emerson and 
Thoreau and Henry James, but on the level of 
baseball, gin-rummy, the average Hollywood 
film and the comic strip. The representative 
folk-heroes of great masses of American Jews— 
not all, thank God, not all — are Eddie Cantor 
(a truly good and righteous man in his private 
character) and the Marx brothers. Nowhere and 
at no time in all history have Jews fallen so low. 
Total assimilation is a great sin and a terrible 
danger. But assimilation to Pascal and Racine 
or to Goethe and Beethoven left the assimilation- 
ists the bearers of high and eternal though alien 
values. American assimilation on the “folksy” 
level is destructive of every value by which 
Jews must live, if they would survive in any 
guise except the guise of apes and fools, of objects 
of contempt to those Americans who are seek- 
ing to guide the Republic to better things, of no 
less hatred and suspicion from that rabble with 
whom they have made common cause. Unless 
Jews re-integrate themselves with their Judaism, 
its traditions, its values, its standards, and coop- 
erate as such, as integrated Jews, on highest 
levels of American culture and on these alone, 
there is no future for the American Jewish com- 
munity except one of shame and disaster. 


III. Another phenomenon which impaired 
the cultural life and Jewish survival of the im- 
migrants precisely during the crucial years was 
the dominance during those years, a dominance 
only now beginning to weaken, of materialism 
and instrumentalism in the world of thought. 
The immigrants were busy making a living. They 
sent their children to the public school and, 
when they could, to college. Homelife disinte- 
grated under economic and other pressures and 
the Jewish children for the most part fell in, 
as was natural, with what they were taught con- 
cerning the reduction of man to an animal level, 
concerning the death of all values except those 
that were supposed to “work” in a_ business 
civilization, concerning the complete sacrifice 
of all culture which must be made in the service 
of one class alone, that, namely, of the industrial 
worker, a sacrifice which certain misguided 
rabbis equated with “prophetic Judaism,” with 
the abandonment of “useless” studies, Hebrew, 
Latin, Greek, philosophy, with all those notions 
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and practices which have brought our civil, 
tion to its present pass. Religion, man’s Way (| 
grasping the inscrutable, so that he may [iy 
became a bye-word or a perfunctory gesty, 
With these forces the old-fashioned cheder , 
Talmud Torah could not cope. | 






















IV. Finally and briefly: during the |, " i 
years the sinister forces of the concept of i in B 
total State, the master State, insinuated ite 4 came 2: 
into this still free society. Jews fled to coveyork, Phil 
Jews, sensitive to moral and social atmosphereppassaic, Bc 
Jews too, not wholly guiltless in not havindefinitive 


so that not even the few noisy fools who ¢aterritoriali 
could have made common cause with the Soyjgname of “ 
tyranny and its crimes — Jews fled in sh; 


few of them, the American Council for Judaism 
Zionists and traditional Jews of various shading®! 
by their hundreds of thousands resisted this 

gradation. Against the forces of cultural , 
similation on a low plane not too many of ev 


these stood firm. : 
which so 


The chain of reasoning is complete. The fr§oolonizati 


democracy from the tendency to level dowi 


wards. They are trying to reestablish faith agand work 
values; they are re-introducing discipline ayphase of 
form into education; they are re-allying then} constitut 

effectivel 


selves with their ancestral religions; they 
recovering the classical insights and know at lay that la 
that “under the perpetual smile of modernity A stro 
there is a grimace of disillusion and cynicism. Hebrew « 
With these forces and with the men who rep the reviv 
sent these forces al that is best in America literature 
Jewry must ally itself. We must return to 0 --? : 
insights, our sanctities, our disciplines as tht _. Di 
are returning to theirs. As equals with them nl a 
co-workers, as possessors of the fundamen Tt j le 
mother-wisdom and mother-insights of bd ene-en 
their democratic freedom and their faith, % pester § 
must strive with them to keep America a fit misplaces 
society within which our faith and our fo} tween th 
the most venerable in the Western World, ¥4 greatly 
redeem us and redeem the residual unfreedot} the Ame 
of America to freedom by our intrepid exerts} Ty}. 1, 
of it. Here, then, at last, Jews need not % between 
psychical and moral helots; here a group of Je had beer 
may recover and use its creative, its histot} in no do 
making will. toom fo 
scene, I 


16 Reinhold Niebuhr. The Nature and Destiny of Man. wif tinued t 
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Poale Zion 


HE FOUNDING convention of the ‘Socialist 
Organization Poale Zion of America,” the 
la “progenitor of the L.Z.O.A.—P.Z. of today, took 
of Mplace in Baltimore, December 23-26, 1905. To 
itsdie came 22 delegates from 8 branches in New 
coves York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Baltimore, St. Louis, 
DhersPassaic, Boston and Rochester. There the first 
havingdefinitive program of the party was drawn up. 
yaltilLater, at the Chicago convention in 1909, the 
10 daterritorialists reunited with the party under the 
Sovigname of “The Jewish Socialist Labor Party Poale 
shagZion” after attempts to find a territory had 
renoffailed and after the Turkish rebellion had raised 
ded, fhigh hopes of a charter to Palestine. 

dain) The Convention took a strong stand in favor 
adingof immediate extensive practical work in Pales- 
Jtine. This was by way of protest against the 
neglect of such work on the part of the Zionist 
Organization which at that time was still de- 
voted to a purely political line of action and 
which sought to delay any serious large scale 
. ft} colonization or industrial effort in Palestine until 
‘frothe charter would have been obtained. Already 
ety fat this early period the Poale Zion realized that 
) sathe actual achievements of the Jews in Palestine 
lowmfin the way of colonies established, land reclaimed, 
h aand work performed by Jewish workers in every 
> aphase of the building of the homeland would 
chen} constitute their greatest claim to the land—more 
y aefectively than the holding of a legal charter 
it hq to that land. 


rity A strong resolution was adopted in favor of 
m,") Hebrew as the national language and in favor of 
pry the revival of Hebrew literature as “the national 
literature of all classes of the Jewish people.” 
» of Viddish was placed in the same category with 
the other Diaspora tongues. Despite this statement, 
the party later developed an inflexible stand in 
favor of Yiddish as its medium of expression. 
be It identified assimilation with the English lan- 
_} guage and clung to the use of Yiddish with even 
fog Steater fervor than it had done in Europe! This 
misplaced zeal led to a widening of the gap be- 
tween the party and the younger generation and 
| gteatly retarded the Poale Zion’s orientation to 
dot the American scene. : 
| The basic principles establishing a synthesis 
t ") between the party’s Zionist and socialist activities 
J had been laid down by the Baltimore Program 
off} in no dogmatic form but in a manner that left 
toom for modification in a constantly shifting 
scene. Differences of opinion and nuance con- 
i#f tinued to exist in the ranks of the Poale Zion, 
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in America 


by S. Kurland 


but there was no longer any danger of splits, 
for independent thinking and Zionist develop- 
ments led to a course of action which assured 
the effective crystalization of the movement de- 
spite all its varieties of theoretical approaches. 
The guiding principle was: immediate, steady 
practical work for and in Palestine. This call 
to action became the central theme of the third 
P.Z. Convention held in Philadelphia, September 
25-29, 1907. If the party, it was argued, was 
to have a raison de’etre it would have to do things 
of a specific nature peculiar to itself as a Labor 
Zionist organization. Besides what it would do 
together with the general Zionist movement, it 
would have to find its own specific fields of 
activity. The members turned their eyes to 
Palestine where they could play the role of in- 
itiators of specifically Socialist-Zionist activities. 
This had the effect of placing the emphasis of 
P.Z. activity upon the Palestinian scene and 
away from the American scene for some time 
to come. But it did lead to the accelerated build- 
ing of the Jewish homeland by Jewish hands in 
ever increasing numbers and it was the existence 
in Palestine of a large Jewish population rooted in 
an economy and culture of its own that con- 
stituted the decisive factor in the ultimate at- 
tainment of the Jewish state. 

At various Zionist Congresses and on the 
American Zionist scene the Poale Zion fought 
for strict adherence to the principle of actual 
work in Palestine as against the policy of charter- 
ism which was based upon the old phenomenon 
of shtadlanism, a search for the benevolent pat- 
ronage of some nation or group of nations. They 
constantly pressed the Zionist world to speedier 
and more extensive action for the acquisition 
of national land in Palestine, the institution of 
cooperative colonization and for immediate 
measures for the agricultural and industrial de- 
velopment of the country through Jewish enter- 
prise and labor. 


‘THE POALE ZION in America formed close ties 

with the pioneers in Palestine from the very 
outset. They worked to set up instruments for 
more direct and effective cooperation with them 
in the building of Palestine. They were largely 
instrumental in setting up the World Union of 
Poale Zionist organizations in 1907 as a body 
which united all these organizations on the basis 
of practical work for Palestine while allowing 
for the adaptation of basic theories and tactics 
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to specific conditions prevailing in each country. 
They also played a central role in setting up the 
Palestine Bureau to disseminate accurate and 
adequate information concerning the labor situ- 
ation in Palestine. 


While the Poale Zion collaborated with the 
Zionists as a whole in the building of the home- 
land, they had specific tasks to perform which 
otherwise would remain undone, such as the 
defense of the interests of the workers in Pal- 
estine, the regulation and facilitation of labor 
immigration into the country, aid in the im- 
provement of the economic and social status of 
the workers (those were the days when Jewish 
workers in Palestine were still fighting the bitter 
battle for “Jewish labor” in the Jewish colonies 
and enterprises). The Poale Zion in America 
became the champions of the cause of Jewish la- 
bor in Palestine in its struggle for a Jewish labor 
commonwealth. That was a bold step in those 
days in America. They first raised the question 
of chalutziut in America and already in their 
first program called for the creation of chalutz 
groups in the United States. After some small 
beginnings the first cooperative colonization 
group from among the American Poale Zion 
settled in Palestine in 1913. 

The Poale Zion also took early steps to render 
tangible material aid to the workers in Palestine. 
In 1912 they launched activities in behalf of 
the Palestine Workers Fund to aid in equipping 
the workers there and in expanding their con- 
sumer and producer cooperative enterprises. 
Shortly after the founding of the Histadrut they 
heeded its call for help after the difficult years 
of World War I and the Arab riots and acted 
as the spearhead in the founding of the Gewerk- 
shaften Campaign (National Committee for La- 
bor Israel) in 1923. This Campaign became a 
most valuable source of moral and material aid 
to the workers in Palestine in both the trade 
union movement there and the labor economy. 
The Poale Zion had a great share in the creation 
of the cooperative institutions of Nir, Tnuva, 
Hamashbir, Solel Boneh, Koor, Kupat Holim, 
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Nachshon, the Workers’ Bank and a host of the pr 
labor institutions in Palestine which were dl Site Be 
to the emergence of the Jewish state. wat. ‘he 


An outstanding example of effective praca Americ 
work for Palestine was the lion’s share which jfcratic bod: 
Poale Zion party of America had in the orps}fewty 204 
ization of the Jewish Legion in 1917. Mog wide Wot 
the recruits came from the ranks of Poale Zishwealthy as 
and hundreds of them ultimately settled in pylrefuge bel 
estine and played an important role in sdithermore 
struggle toward labor unity in the country, [would be! 

ony 

A\Notuer specific task which the Poale Zipjews of ' 
took upon themselves was that of guardigh were OPPC 
and extending the principle of democracy wijown grou 
in the Zionist organization and the Jewish con)general Z 
munity. When the Poale Zion arrived on The year 
American scene they found a sad lack of dempof the ide 
cratic principle and method. Zionism in Amergto it (Ju 
had not reached the general masses, and the Jey cember 1’ 
ish community as a whole was in the tight graptle on the 
of the wealthy assimilationist German-Jewijftom bet 
group whose approach to the problem of tgdemocrat 
Jewish people was a strictly philanthropic apgress and 
mixed with no small measure of disdain for igted of a 
lowlier Eastern European Jewry with whom th battle w: 
identified themselves only out of humanitaryplabor anc 
compulsion. The Poale Zion, animated by}bewono 
deep feeling of the unity of the Jewish peop ist Orga! 
throughout the world and a burning passion fq sooner ¥ 
democracy in their national life as part and pu Conferes 
cel of a better life for all mankind, began ty than the 
battle for the organization of the Jewish con against | 
munity and of the Zionist scene along democratl end, the 
lines ing prac 
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The fight of the Poale Zion for the organixj Asim 
tion of the American Jewish community alo “C t 
democratic lines is best illustrated by the stoy MUMtY 
of the creation of the American Jewish Congre nfere 
When in 1914 the Zionists called a confereny borm ar 
to set up a special committee to rally the Zions Poale Z 
leadership in the war-torn world and to see wht 
could be done for the Jews in Palestine, the Pod Axon 
Zion urged that the conference go beyond the derr 
tasks and take steps to prepare American Jew Patt of 

Zionisn 
~— —} Americ 
2 the wo 
= Make Your Reservations 3 %84nu 
= old o: 
= for the : the 
= bor r 
= JUBILEE Jewish 
= of the Ino 
= : ate rat 
= LABOR ZIONIST Natio: 
= PUBLICATIONS _ }j Fionee 
= # out tc 
= #? and tc 














RoNtmpiyne, 1950 


Of other the problems then confronting the Jewish 
ere yingeople and that would confront them after the 
yat. The Poale Zion advocated the creation of 
Practigian American Jewish Congress as a truly demo- 
rhich iferatic body which would bring the lot of world 
€ orga} ewry and its just national demands before the 
Most wide world. This approach frightened the 
ale Zpfwealthy assimilationist Jews who wished to take 
1 in Pibrefuge behind the cloak of philanthropy. Fur- 
in dithermore an unorganized Jewish community 
try, would be less likely to insist on challenging their 
ony. The anti-nationalist, anti-Zionist 
ale Zh ews of the Jewish Labor Committee variety 
‘uardigg were opposed to the Poale Zion proposal on their 
Y withown grounds. The idea seemed too bold to most 
sh con}general Zionists and even to some Poale Zion. 
on ty The years that elapsed between the launching 
t den of the idea of the Congress (1914), the elections 
\merigto it (June 10, 1917) and its first session (De- 
he Jey cember 15-18, 1918) were years of constant bat- 
it graptle on the part of the Poale Zion to save the idea 
-Jewig from being shelved altogether, to safeguard the 
of t@democratic nature of the elections to the Con- 
ic opgress and to keep its purposes from being dives- 
for ated of all forceful and Zionist content. The 
m the battle was a difficult one. First, the various folk, 
‘itarig labor and fraternal Jewish organizations had to 
| by J be won over to the idea, almost singly. The Zion- 
peop ist Organization itself had to be convinced. No 
ion fq sooner was that fight won and the preliminary 
d pa Conference in March 26, 1916 adopted the idea, 
an ty than the field had to be taken again and again 
conf against all manner of delaying tactics. In the 
cra end, the Congress did meet as a body represent- 
ing practically the entire Jewish community. 
ani Asimilar effort for the organization of a demo- 
alos ctatic body representative of the Jewish com- 
sto Munity in America was the American Jewish 
rey Conference of 1943. Here, too, the idea was 
eng born and the initial program drawn up by the 
‘oni Poale Zion organization. 
Witt 
Po) ANOTHER important aspect of the fight for 
hs democracy was the incessant activity on the 
ew Part of the Poale Zion organization to bring 
Zionism to the widest possible Jewish circles in 
—} America. This effort was aimed particularly at 
the workers. The task was a difficult one, for 
s 3 Ofganized Jewish labor originally was the strong- 
hold of the assimilationist anti-Zionist socialists 
of the Bund school. With the rise of the Jewish 
bor movement in Palestine and the impact of 
Jewish suffering, steady progress could be noted. 
In order to reach out beyond its own immedi- 
ate ranks, the Poale Zion organized the Jewish 
National Workers Alliance in 1910, and the 
#} Pioneer Women Organization in 1925. It set 
# Out to meet the problem of future leadership 
—{ and to accelerate the rate of its orientation to 
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the American scene by organizing the Young 
Poale Zion Alliance out of the existing Poale Zion 
youth groups which dated back to 1911. This 
organization later became the present Habonim 
(1935). Another branch of the Labor Zionist 
Movement was the League for Labor Palestine 
organized in 1935. This merged with the Poale 
Zion to form the LZOA—PZ in 1943. The 
Gewerkshaften Campaign served as an excellent 
rallying ground for the various branches of the 
Labor Zionist Movement and as a means of at- 
tracting increasing circles to activity in behalf 
of Labor Palestine. 

The Poale Zion found the American Jewish 
community sterile culturally. It was not until 
the arrival of Jewish masses from Eastern Eu- 
rope that both teachers and texts of the Hebrew 
language and culture became available. From the 
very beginning the Poale Zion saw the necessity 
of setting up educational institutions that would 
give Jewish children a Jewish education in the 
spirit of Socialist-Zionism. Together with the 
JNWA, they launched the organization of such 
institutions in 1910 and established the Jewish 
Teachers Seminary in 1917. 

Throughout the difficult struggle of the 
World Zionist Movement in more recent years 
for the ultimate establishment and recognition 
of the Jewish State, the Poale Zion worked hand 
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in hand with all other branches of the Zion | 
movement though never relinquishing its my: 
principles and always meeting the specific obliz, 
tions imposed upon it by its character as q§ 
cialist-Zionist movement. HAT IS 

With the establishment of the Jewish St) in th 
the LZOA is now confronted with the diffogpmny of ' 
problem of reorientation. The over-all probleg!™Y live? 
of the relationship between the World Zing” dot 
Organization, the Jewish Agency and the Ji 4 8**? 
ish State and Government and all the other yj" therm 
ganizational and administrative problems ap Accord 
fronting the Zionist and the Jewish world wig *  F 
relation to Israel will be solved in the high a 
representative deliberative bodies. ge 

There is one problem, however, which ej a hapr 
Zionist organization will have to consider a nad then 
answer each for itself. Now that the State exisgg:ed, 
‘in what manner will each now tackle the pri 
lem of fulfilling the promises which it held o 
to its membership as the real goal of the Zion 
program? The Zionism of each now becom 
not so much an end in itself in terms of t 
achievement of the Jewish state but rather 
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means for the reinterpretation of Jewish thinlffate of 
ing and living, each in the specific terms of @full twe 
own specific brand of Zionism. Poale Zionigsurvivors 
must now insure a harmonious relationship } eli 
abou | 


tween Israel and the Diaspora. 
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e Zion In Passing 

Its mg} 

C obling The Jews of Russia 


as a | 
Hat Is happening to the Jews 


in the Soviet Union? How 
many of them are there? How do 
they live? What do they think? 
What do they do? 

A great silence has descended 
over them. 

According to an old Jewish say- 
ing it is possible to know whether 
aperson of whom one has lost sight 
oF, alive or not. If one thinks of 
| him, then he is alive, wherever he 
ch ey may happen to be. If one forgets 
der ai@him then it is a sign that he has 
© CXisii died. 
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How many Jews are there in 
the Soviet Union? Some say two 

1005} millions; others say three millions. 
CCM is strange that a people of which 
OI tone third has just been extermina- 
atherBted should be so blase about the 
| thinlfate of two or three millions, a 
s of full twenty five percent, of its 
Zioni@survivors. Yet this is the situa- 
hip htion. Hardly anyone even inquires 
about the Jews of Russia. Disturb- 





ing rumors come from all sides. 
Some maintain the Jews of West- 
ern Russia have been “moved” in- 
to the interior of the vast empire. 
Others speak of a wave of distrust 
toward the Jews as an unreliable 
element whose hearts are in Israel 
or at least-in sympathy with the 
“western capitalist” countries, and 
of a consequent silent purge of 
Jews in Russia from positions of 
importance and from the school 
system. 


Whom is one to ask for reliable 
information? 


Only a negative form of a pro- 
cess of deduction remains, and 
this is far from reassuring. There 
was a time when the Communist 
press contained a certain amount 
of information. Distorted though 
it may have been, one could glean 
some knowledge by reading be- 
tween the lines. Years ago the 
Communist Morning Freiheit used 
to carry a substantial amount of 
news about the Jews in Russia. 
Naturally it was news with a tend- 
ency. Everything was always 
“blooming”—to use their favorite 
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term. Culturally, economically, so- 

cially, things were “blooming” 
along the Dnieper and the Volga 
and the Biro. 


I am a devoted reader of the 
Communist Morning Freiheit — 
and of Westbrook Pegler. Doctor’s 
orders—both are powerful stimu- 
lants for the spleen. But of late 
the curtain of silence has descended 
over the Freiheit too. Scarcely a 
word about the Jews of Russia is 
to be found in its meager pages 
which are now full of reports 
about how things “bloom” in Ru- 
mania, Poland and Hungary. 

Until recently there was another 
source of information—letters to 
relatives in the United States. These 
had always been meager. “We are 
fine. The children are going to 
school and are doing well. How are 
you?” This was the gist of all 
the letters from Jews in Russia 
that I have ever seen. Now letters 
too have ceased arriving. I don’t 
know of anyone who has received 
a letter from Russia in many 
months. If any reader of this page 
knows of such letters I would be 
grateful to hear about them. 
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Then there was a tenuous con- 
tact by means of parcels. American 
Jews sent parcels of food and cloth- 
ing to their relatives in Russia. 
At first there were letters of ack- 
nowledgement—though in this in- 
stance, too, I have never seen a 
letter enumerating the articles re- 
ceived. Later acknowledgement 
was merely by signature on a form 
receipt. In recent months receipts 
are without signature, merely a 
card from the forwarding agency 
stating that said parcel was de- 
livered. 

What has happened to the half 
dozen most prominent Jewish 
authors in Russia who mysterious- 
ly vanished about a year and a half 
ago? One year ago official inquiries 
were still being made about. the 
authors. No answers came. Now 
there is complete silence—as if no 
one even cared any more. I wonder 
what would happen, what an out- 
cry would be made, if Howard 
Fast, for instance, or Albert Kahn, 
were suddenly to disappear with- 
out a trace. But though these two 
shout from the rooftops about civil 
rights and human rights, they 
don’t ask what happened to Bergel- 
son or Markish or any of the other 
millions of Jews in Russia. 

There are many organizations in 
America devoted to the protection 
of Jewish rights throughout the 


world. There is the World Jewish 
Congress which raises an outcry 
if the rights of a few score Jewish 
families are threatened in some 
small Central American Republic. 
How is it these organizations do 
not even ask: What is happening 
to millions of Jews in Russia? If 
something good is happening to 
them, why shouldn’t we know and 
rejoice with them? If it is some- 
thing bad, then we have a right 
to know it. 

We are witnessing a new ten 
tribes of Israel in the process of 
getting lost. Already there are 
legends about their glory or their 
misery beyond this latter day Sam- 
batyon—the iron curtain. Knowl- 
edge we have none. Perhaps they 
are enjoying great welfare in the 
Soviet paradise on earth. The So- 
viet Union is indeed not unlike 
paradise in one respect at least— 
we know no more about the Soviet 
Union than we know about the 
more heavenly version of paradise, 
and we can no more communicate 
with its inhabitants than we can 
with the righteous departed ones 
beyond the pearly gates. 


McCarthy and Bevin 


ENATOR MCCARTHY is here to 
stay. This is not cheerful news, 
but we might as well become re- 


JEWIsH Frony, June, | 
conciled to it. Of course le « 
that his case would stand oy Is 
on the Lattimore accusation, , 
at this writing it is too sm) $16 
judge the outcome of the heargh jerae!’s 
on Owen Lattimore. ordinary 


But politicians have a way, . 


not living up to their promis, 
clear the scene if they fail to 4 mes 
liver the goods. The most re illocatior 
example is that of Ernest Beng Governm 
Foreign Minister of England, Bh 000,000 
too, had staked his political camp ing, 28° 
on solving the Palestine probe musica 
He failed in every respect and{ omg 
Palestine problem was resolved cy 

; balanced 
trary to every one of his witht budget | 
Yet Bevin did not thereupon tend 000,000, 
er his resignation and retire to ty amount 


English lake country. He is sj No ™ 
Foreign Minister. but Mr. 
000 mor 


It is depressing to think thi come ta 
even when Owen Lattimore cle collectio 


still be with us. In fact, he seen 
to be preparing the ground { 
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State Department who is a 
valuable member of the Commi 
nist Party.” Will he stake his poi 
tical future on this official also? 
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JUNE, 1950 
Irse he « 
ado) Israel News 
sation, a 
00 so, $168,000,000 Budget 
‘Ne Heativk Jerael’s Knesset is considering an 
ordinary budget estimated at IL.56,- 
i 140,000 (about $168,000,000). 
Way @ Minister of Finance Eliezer Kaplan, 


Promise yho introduced the proposals, also 
fail to the Parliament to approve an 
NOSt receb sllocation of 1L.65,000,000 as the 
nest Beri Government’s share in the IL.112,- 
gland, KE 900,000 program for housing, build- 
tical cap ing, agricultural, industrial and com- 
munications development. 


e Dler 

coal During the last fiscal year, the or- 
“a Y inary budget of IL.42,405,000 was 
+" ved balanced by internal revenue. The 


his wis budget for development was IL.55,- 
1pon ten 000,000, but only two-thirds of this 
tire to ty amount was spent. 
He is gj No new taxes are being proposed, 
but Mr. Kaplan anticipates IL.3,150,- 
000 more in revenue, mainly from in- 
hg come taxes, through a more efficient 
10re cleg collection, as well as higher income 
rthy y from customs, excise, fuel, luxury and 
te property taxes, government services 
 ~ "} and revenue stamps. 
ound ff More than half the IL.65,000,000 
is alrea for development will be raised by 
; about} floating Government bonds backed by 
1] of tpState property. Last year, 25 million 
; a “yep pounds worth of these bonds were 
Conill floated. The balance of the United 
. 4, States Export-Import Bank loan will 
his pall so be spent in the current year. 
I also?} The development program includes 
a 1L.39,000,000 housing scheme from 
£0 Kan which IL.18,000,000 is earmarked for 
45,000 immigrants’ homes. An esti- 
mated IL.30,000,000 will be spent for 
“} agricultural development by the Gov- 
ernment, the Jewish Agency and the 
4 Jewish National Fund. Communica- 
tions development includes completion 
of the Tel Aviv-Hedera railway line, 
extension of the line from Northern 
‘| Tel Aviv to the South, as well as im- 
4 provement of Haifa Port. 


* * * 
To Coordinate Activities 


‘) A coordinating body to regulate the 
} joint activities of the Government of 

Israel and the Jewish Agency is being 
“| et up, in accordance with the recent 
4 tesolution of the Zionist General Coun- 
"| cil. The coordinating body will be 
§ composed of an equal number of Gov- 
-) ernment and Agency representatives 
"| and would be independent to a large 
} extent, 





% * * 


Immigration 


Immigration figures reveal that the 
} total number of immigrants in 1949, 
including tourists who have stayed in 
| Israel, was 239,141, as compared with 
| 118,993 for 1948. 

In the first three months of 1950, 
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37,230 immigrants arrived. The Goy. 
ernment Bureau of Statistics disclosed’ 
that of the 1949 immigration, 47,3457 
were from Poland; 20,000 from Bul. 
garia; 15,689 from Czechoslovakia.’ 
13,596 from Rumania; 6,953 from: 
Germany and Austria; 6,844 from 
Hungary; 11,431 from other Europeag | 
countries; 37,800 from Yemen 


Aden; 26,295 from Turkey; 7,181 


from other Asiatic countries; 17,914 


from Tunis, Morocco and Algier: ¥ 


14,066 from Libya; 7,145 from) 


Egypt; 307 from other African coum # 


tries; 1,358 from the American com 


tinent. 
* * * 
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foundation of the kibbutz. This was 
in answer to Prime Minister Ben- 
Gurion’s recent proposal that hired 
labor be introduced to absorb immi- 
grants. Kibbutz Hameuchad has 30,- 
000 members in 80 settlements. 
* * * 

No Vote on Constitution 

Israel’s Knesset concluded three 
months of debate on whether and 


when to draft a state constitution, but J 
no vote was taken, although the Legis- § 


lation Committee is drafting proposals 


to place before the house. Debates § 


showed that all opposition parties, as 
well as the Progressives, Sephardim 
and WIZO, favored immediate draft- 
ing. The Orthodox Blocs were solidly 
opposed and the ranks of Mapai were” 
divided. * * % 


Official Exchange Rates 


Israel does not authorize any cuf- 
rency transaction with foreign coun- 
tries in which the rate of exchange 
differs from the official rate, the Min- 
istry of Finance announced this week. 

The Government will take steps to 
block black market transfers. Its 
statement was necessitated by the at- 
tions of unauthorized persons who 
pose as semi-official representatives 
abroad and deceive people into believ- 
ing official recognition has been given 
money transfers at “advantageous” 
rates. 

A new bill regulating foreign ex- 
change transactions is to be drawn up 
by the Ministry of Finance. 
present regulations were enacted by 
the Mandatory Power ten years ago 

%* * % 


El Al 


EI Al, Israel’s national air line will 


j 


i 


have landing rights in the United § 


States under an agreement soon to be) 
signed in Washington. 











